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tlement scheme and the very basis of it is
war service rendered by the individual

Hon, J. Cornell: You may take it that if
anyone is entitled to benefit under the Repat-
riation Aect, he is eligible under this scheme.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That might
be another way of expressing it. The de-
finition of “war service,” as contained in the
Commonwenlith Re-establishment and Em-
ployment Aect, 1945, is the one that must be
read in conjunetion with this measure. I
am very pleased with the reception that has
been accorded to the Bill. I am sorry that
there should have been delay in regard to
its introduction, but T think I have made it
clear that the delay has been no fault of
ours. Perhaps we should be grateful, as
Mr. Moore said, that the war did collapse
when it did. Had it continued for g longer
peried, the arrangements for soldier settle-
ment might have been further advanced, but
in that event the arrangements would per-
haps have been further advanced only at
the expense of a large number of lives, and
to that extent we should be grateful. T hope
that the scheme will be put info operation
without very much delay, and that the pre-
cautions we are taking on this oceasion will
prevent a repetition of some of the tragedies
that oceurred in land settlement after the
first world war,

Question puat and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commitice,
Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—WAR SERVICE LAND BETTLE-
MENT AGREEMENT.
In Commitiee.

Resumed from the previous day. Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Seere-
tary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—Short Title:

The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
on this elause.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 2, Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 11.6 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3
pam, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
WOOL AUCTIONS.
As to Buyers’ Support of Small Market.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Agri
culture:

1, Has he noticed a resolution of the Wes
Australian Woolbuyers’ Assoeiation an
other similar associations in Awustralia, re
ported in “The West Australian™ newspape
of the 24th November, 1945, to the effect tha
the woolbuying trade wili not give its sug
port to small auction centres in Australre
and affirming that the centralisation of con
petition in large centres is in the best in
terests of Australia and its woolgrowers?

2, Does he agree that this statement ma
imply an effort to have Albany and/or Ge:
aldton dispensed with as centres for the di:
posal of wool?

3, Does he consider that snch action wou!
be in the interests of the woolgrowers o
Western Australia or of the State's econom
generally?

4, Have any representations been made t
the Commonwealth authorities to ensure ths
both Geraldton and Albany are retsined ¢
wool disposal eentres after the war?
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5, If not, will those representations be now
made? If not, what reason is there fov not
making them?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Apgrienlture) replied:

1, Yes.

2, No definite statement regarding Albany
or Geraldton appears in the Press paragraph,
but it might be inferred that the reference
to small. markets eould include these two
centres.

3, There are many aspects involved in this
question, and a considered opinion cannot
be given until more detailed information is
available.

4, and 5, The Government—when all the
faects are available—will take measures to
support methods for the sale of wool which
are likely to be of the greatest advantage of
producers and the general community.

COMMONWEALTH SAVINGS BANK.
As to Deposits, Withdrawals, ete.
Mr. WATTS asked the Premier:

1, What is the amount by whieh deposits
in the Commonwealth Savings Bank have
during the war period, and in Western Aus-
tralia only, exceeded withdrawals from that
Bank#t

2, When will the amount of sevenly per
cent. of this sum be available to the Govern-
ment of this State pursnant to Clanse 7 of
the 1931 agreement?

The PREMIER replied:

1, The exact information is difflcult to
obtain, but a renquest has been made fo the
Commonwealth Bank to supply it.

2, At the expiration of five years after
Australin ceases to be engaged in hostilities
in the war just conecluded.

COUNTRY WATER SUPPLIES.
As to Provision ot Gnowangerup.

Mr. WATTS asked the
Water Supplies:

1, Are any proposals under consideration
for the provision of a water supply at
Gnowangerup or for the early extension of
the existing water supplies at that centre,
pursuant to a recent request by the Gnow-
angerup Road Board?

Minister for

(ASSEMBLY.]

2, If so, what proposals are under con-
sideration? '

The MINISTER replied:

1, and 2, Yes. Data to enable a scheme to
be prepared are now being collected.

BUILDING MATERIAL
As to Services’ Surplus Stocks.
Mr, NORTH asked the Premier:

1, Is he in a position to know whether
the Fighting Services hold surplus stocks
of materials which, if released promptly,
would assist builders?

2, Has this matter been clarified as be-
tween Canberra and Perth?

The PREMIER replied:

1, The Fighting Bervices are liguidating
surplus stocks of building materials through
the Disposals Commission, and the State
anthority has been given the right of prior
purchase of any materials suitable for the
building - programme as and when such
stocks are made available, Materials not re-
quired for the State programme are made
available to private builders through the
Disposals Commission.

2, Answered by 1.

JETTIES.
ds to Claremont and Cotlesloe.

Mr. NORTH asked the .Minister for
Works: .

1, Are the Claremont and Cottesloe jet-
hies at present outside the control of the
enunicipalities ¥

2, Has any money been spent on them
by the Public Works Department of recent
yvears?

3, Having regard to the fact that the
Cottesloe jetty is standing on one leg in
the middle and lurehing dangerously, whose
responsibility is it if a serious aceident
oceurs during the holidays when it is likely
to bhe crowded with visitora?

The MINISTER replied:

1, The Claremont jetty has not been
placed under the control of the Council. The
Cottesloe jetty was placed under the con-
t-ol of the Cottesloe Munieipal Couneil in
1909 on eonditions agreed to by the ecouneil.

2. During the past ten years:--Claremont
jetty, £25; Cottesloe jetty, nil.
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3, The department is not aware that the
Jjetty is in & dangerous condition. The coun-
cil advises that although requiring repeir
the structure is perfectly safe.

_ WHEAT.
Ag to Price and Stabilisation Scheme.

Mr, WATTS asked the Minister for Ag-
rieulture: As no official information is avail-
abie regarding wheat priees or stabilisation
for the coming season, is any and, if so what
action being taken by the State Government
to obtain an early defermination and official
announcement ¥

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Ag-
riculture) replied: Frequent econtacts are he-
ing made, and the matter will be considered
io all its aspects as between the Common-
weanlth and States in the near future.

BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT.
As to Leave to Introduce, etc.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—
Gascoyne) {4.35]: On behalf of the Minis-
ter for Lands, I move—

That leave be given to introduce & Bill
for an Act to amend Section nine of the
Bush Fires Aect, 1937-1942.

MBR.. McDONALD (West I’erth) [4.36]:
1 think members of the House would wel-
eome some intimation from the Premier as
to the conduet of the remaining business on
the notice paper. Using the phrase “intro-
ducing Bills for the first time” as meaning
the moving of the second reading, which is
the first oceasion on which we know what
is contained in Bills, since yesterday 17 new
Government measures have been introduced
including those on the nofice paper. In ad-
dition, notice of intention to introduce still
more Bills has been given this afternoon. I
should like to know from the Premier
whether, in view of the suggestion that an
early session will be held next year, some
of the Bills eould not be allowed to stand
over till then. T feel that the matter is of
some Iimporfance to members because, with
all the good will in the world, we have en-
deavoured to facilitate the transaction of
buziness and now, in eddition to a very
heavy legislative programme, we have this
immense avalanche of Bills coming down at
this stage.
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I have personally found that in sending
out Bills that affect sections of the people
before they have time to consider them and
give us any information as to the position
the measures have passed this House and
the opportunity for making use of such in-
formation has disappeared. This leaves
the Legislative Council as the sole means of
expression of any approval or objection
that the people themselves may have to the
measures. ] am sure the Premier does nof
want to have Bills dealt with otherwise than
after full consideration, and I think he
might give some consideration to the possi-
bility of reserving for this year those meas-
ures of urgent importance, which the Housc
will assist him to pass, leaving for the nex
session the Bills that are not of the same
urgency.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise—
Gascoyne—in reply) [4.39]: The points
raised by the hon. member have received
the fullest consideration. I appreciate the
co-operation extended to the Government
from both sides of the House in the en
deavour to facilitate the business. On n¢
oceasion during the session has the Gov-
ernment endeavoured in any way to burke
discussion or to hasten or prevent mature
consideration of Bills. As a matter of
fact, I have welcomed adjournments ko
specified dafes in order to suit the eonveni-
ence of members on the understanding
that, business having thus been facilitated,
we could proceed immediately with such
Bills. That has resnlted in great expedi
tion in dealing with measures. In regard to
the Bills of which notice has been given to-
day, the hon. member is well aware that
two of them are almost formal and similar
measures are always introduced at a late
stage of the sitting each session, because
it is necessary to include in them the latest
and most up-to-date approvals given by
the Lands Department in connection with
road closures and reserves. The other Bill
is one which will oecupy this House a
matter of minutes only. It contains twe
clauses and deals with a specific provision
to which I referred when dealing with the
Building Operations and Building Mate-
rials Control Bill. The other matters on
the notice paper are in a condition to be
proceeded with speedily by both sides of
the House. I can assure the hon. member
that the date of adjournmient is flexible
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and it is the intention of the Government
to give the utmost opportunity for the
requisite consideration of all Bills it is
necessary to complete.

Question put and passed.
Bili introduced and read a first time.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—
Gascoyne) [443]: T move—

That 8¢ much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable the
third reading of the Municipal Corporations
Act Amendment Bill and of the Land Act
Amendment Bill fo be taken at this gitting.

Question put.

Myr. SPEAKER: I have counted the
House and assured myself that there is an
absolute majority of members present. I
deelare the question duly passed.

Question thus passed.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report, etc.
Report of Committee adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Report, etc.
Report of Committee adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Couneil.

BILL--LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
REFERENDUM.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
E. Nulsen—Kanowna) [4.45] in moving the
second reading said: Bills similar to this
have heen before the House on many oe-
casions, and I feel that everyone is fully
acquainted with the meaning of the contents
of the measure. I do not intend to spend
too much time ob it, because 1 consider that
as it provides for a referendum and a de-
cigion to be given by the people of this
State, there should be no oppesition to it,

Mr. Thorn: But we would like a full ex-
planation.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Mann: You need to go into details
thoroughly.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
handling this Bill; and as far as the details
are coneerned, they are in the Bill. Never-
theless, if there are any questions later on,
I shall be able to reply to them when my
turn comes. The Bill deals with the aboli-
tion of the Legislative Council and with
adult frapchise. The referendum is to be
taken on those two points. I want to em-
phasise the matter of adult franchise.

Mr, Doney : You want to abolish the Coun-
cil first and discuss the matter of the fran-
chise afterwards.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
will depend on the people of Western Aus-
tralia. On the 4th September of this year,
I introduced the Constitution Aets Amend-
ment Bill (No. 2), to deal with deadlocks—

M». SPEAKER: The Minister is not in
order in diseussing something else introduced
this session,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
was introduced this session. We tried to
eope with another place. We tried to give
it an alternative, We attempted to pat up
something to another place, based on the
precedent on the English Parliament. A
measure was infrodoced along similar lines
in that Parliament 34 years ago and has done
a very good job. It has been satisfactory to
all sections of the community.

Mr. Abbott: How do you know that?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I know
that becanse —

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister is
not in order in diseussing the Bill in amy
shape or form, .

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
sorry it T was diseussing it, but I did not
think I was. Of the Bills that we have sent
to the othor House, some have been defeated
contemptuously and ignominiously.

Mr. Thorn: You have no right to say that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They
have not even been taken to the second read-
ing stage, The Council has not been in a
state of mind to compromise with this House,

Mr. Mann That is a terrible reflection on
the other place,
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
not making any reflections; but if the hon.
member wishes to put that construction on
my statement, he may.

Mr. Mann: You said they were not in a
certain state of mind.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It
seems to me that our experience has been
that members in the other place are an
example of gerontocracy. They have always
been determined not to give anything to the
people—that is, those whom we in this House
tepresent—that would in any way sdversely
affect their own interests.

Mr, Thorn: That is not right,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That 1s
correct. We have had examples of it, and
the member for Toodyay knows it perfectly
well. We have tried at all times to be help-
ful. We have tried to compromise, but om
efforts have not been suceesaful. As to the
clear mandate that we received from the
people at the last election, it was put up
clearly by the ex-Premier, the member for
Geraldton—

Several members interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
have no donbt as to where those who own
real estate are represented. We have only
to listen to the voices. Had the other Cham-
ber of this Parliament been reasonable it is
more than likely this Bill would not have
been introduced.

Mr. Thorn: You are wasting your time,
now.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Prob-
ably if the member for Toodyay had his way
we would he wasting time, We are going
to endeavour to ask the people of this State,
and those outside it, in accordance with the
Electoral (War Time) Aect, by referendum,
two straightout questions. The first question
is, “Are von in favour of the aholition of the
Legislative Council as = constituent part of
the Parliament of the State?” The answers
are, “"'es!! or “NO."

Mr. Thorn: What do you think it will
be?

The MINISTER FOR JUBTICE: I think
the answagr will be “Yes,” beecause I think
the people of the State should have a voice
in the way in which they are to be governed,
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if we are living in a democracy, If we were
living in an antoeracy the position wounld
be ditferent.

Mr. Doney: That is a feeble arguinent.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
second question is, “Are you in favour of the
franchise for the election of members of the
Legislative Council being the same as the
franchise for the election of members of the
Legisiative Assembly?”’ That is a fair ques-
tion, and I think the people should bave the
right to decide whether or not they are in
favour of adult franchise or, on the other
hand, whether they are in favour of the
abolition of the other place,

The Minister for Lands; There would be
a wild rush to this House, then.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
cannot allow the 16 per cent. who voted
for the Legislative Council power to veto
legislation sent up from this House. Should
one-gixth of the people of Western Australia
be allowed to represent the other five-sixths?
Now the one-sixth has the right to veto any-
thing that the other five-sixths sends up to
the other place.

Mr. Abbott: Are we to be held up by a
de-registered wnion?

The Minister for Lands: You have the
best union in this country and you kmow
it.

The Minister for Works: Pull your eyes
back into their sockets.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Al
organisations, even those of lawyers or
doctors, have their strong unions,

Mr. Mann: Or starting-price bookmakers.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I think
some starting-price bookmakers are just as
good as, some members of this Chamber.
I know of some that are just as good.

Mr. Mann: It is a fine thing for the
Minister for Justice to make a statement
like that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
no scruple in saying that.

Mr. Thorn: Include them in the referen-
dum,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They
will be ineluded in the referendum. They
will have the right to vote, just as will
anyone e¢lse, unless they are disqualified
under Section 18 of the Electoral Act.
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The Minister for Works: That is the see-
tion under which the member for Toodyay
should be disquaified.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
want progress in this State and that ean
only be obtained through the House which
really represents five-sixths of the voters.

Mr. Abhbott: At the last cleetion—

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask the member
for North Perth to keep order.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It has
often been said to me, in the country, that
members of the other place are too tradi-
tiona! and orthodox. They are out-of-date,
and in many instances have lost the elasti-
eity of their mental faculties and are unable
to keep pace with mmodern affairs, If that
be s0, and it has been endorsed by the
people, I do not see that there should be any
objection to a referendum being taken.

The Minister for Lands: They do not
trust the people.

The MINISTER FO1 JUSTICE: As the
Houses stand at the present juncture, in
accordance with the last election about 16
per cent. of those in the Legislative Coun-
¢il represent the voters of this Chamber.
Is that democracy?

Mr. Thorn: Would that be the complete
roll? :

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
was in accordance with the last roll, and
in accordance with the percentage that
voted for the last Assembly election and
the percentage that voted for the Legisla-
tive Council election. We ednnot get
away from the facts but must look things
in the face as they are, and not as they
might be.

Mr. Thorn: A lot who are not on the
roll are entitied to be on it.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Leader of the Opposition has often men-
tioned the surrounding of the incompre-
hensible by the unknowable.  There is
uothing incomprehensible in this Bill, or in
the effect that it should have, and nothing
unknowable. We know everything we want
to know, and so do the people.

Mr. Thorn: Let us hope you get it.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I hope

they get it and I'hope the referendum goes
to the people.

Whatever the decision of

[ASSEMBLY.)

the people of this State may be, the Gov-
ernment will be pleased to aceept it.

Mr Withers: The same as it did on
the question of secession?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes, on
a similar basis. We have read a lot about
the Commoners of England, of how they
battled and put up with adverse deeisions
by the House of Lords. They battled on,
and eventually won, although the House of
Lords bad a tenacious hold similar to that
of the other place in the case of this Par-
lHament, If the people are given the right
to decide the question this Government wil]
be satisfied.

Mr. MeLarty: What will you do if they
vote “Yes” on both questions?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In that
ease I think we counld leave it to the Gov-
ernment, as to whether we are to have
abolition or adult franchise. The people
would have the choice of nbolition of the
Legislative Council and adult franchise.
The vote will be exactly the same as for
the Legislative Assembly and, in addition,
they will have the advantage of the war-
time legislation, and that wiil give all those
who are entitled to vote the right to vote
on the referendum. The Legislative Coun-
cil has complete control and though it ean-
not amend money Bills it ean reject them.
It has control of all Bills that may be sent
up from this House, and, sceing that it
represents & minority, while this House re-
presents the majority, I think it is reason-
able that that Chamber should at least be
put on the same basis. [t may modify,
alter, mutilate or even defeat a measure
entirely.

The Minister for Lands: It mostly muti-
lates Bills.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: As the
Minister for Lands remarks, the Legislative
Council mostly mutilates them,

The Minister for Lands:
members are great surgeons!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That is
so. I say, and I think that the people of
this country also say, tbat the responsible
suthority to initiate legislation is in this
Chamber. We are the responsible people,
for we represent the people as 8 whole in
accordance with the provisions of the elec-
toral law.

The Couneil
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Mr. Abbott: But you do not put into force
the laws when youn pass them!

The Minister for Lands: Boo-heo!
you not enough work to do?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Abbott: Of course you do not.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
member for North Perth knows that the laws
are enforced when necessary.

Mr. Abbott: No, they are not.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
all depends on the people in this Assembly.

Mr. Thorn: It depends on who it is.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That is

nof & fair interjection.
Mr. Seward: It is fair.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: As far
as justice is concerned in this State, it is
meted out fairly and impartially. Neither
this Government nor any other Government
50 far as I am aware has ever done anythinyg
suspicious and has slways administered the
law fairly. I feel that that interjection was
not quite fair.

The Minister for Lands: Ignore it.

Mr. Thorn: It was only too true,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: As the
Legislative Couneil is eonstituted st present,
it is a contradietion of everything that de-
mocracy stands for. Democracy stands for
rule by the majority, but, as I have pointed
out here on many oceasions, legislation may he
framed by a majority but has to be approved
by a minority in another place, 1f the
majority in this House desires something {o
be accomplished that is necessary for the
progress of the State, its desires are subject
to the veto of a minority.

Mr. Thorn: But the minority does not
veto.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: During
one second reading speech I delivered in this
House I read a list of 50 odd Bills that,
during the past 10 or 12 years, had been
vetoed by the Legislative Counecil, and some
of the Bills represented important legisla-
tion, which had to be passed by another place
before it could become law.

Mr. Abbott: If you bring down important
legislation at the last minute, like the Milk
Bill, what else can you expeet?

The Minister for Lands: That gag is near-
ly as old as yon are! Why do you not get
a new one?

Have
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Mr. Mann: But it is true.
Mr, Thorn: Of course it is

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Legis-
lation should not be controlled by a block of
land or a pile of bricks, Yet they bave the
final say now, beeause the Legislative Coun-
cil comprises members elected on the
property qualifieation, I think the referen-
dum proposed is fair and reasonable. If T re-
member aright, it was the Leader of the Op-
position who suggested on a former oceasion
when I introduced a Bill in this Chamber
that a referendum would be a fairer way of
dealing with this matter and he intimated
that he would support a referendum pro-
posal,

The Minister for Lands: And he would.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I fee
the Leader of the Opposition is democratic
enough to support it on this ocesasion. |
have not much more to say beyond mention.
ing that the Bill has been drafted along the
lines of the Secession Referendum Act and
the polt will be taken on the Legislative As-
sembly franchise. The Bill also embraces
the provisions of the Electoral (War Time)
Act, No. 28 of 1943, which gives members of
the Fighting Forces the right to vote. Thal
will apply if that Act is still in operation
when the referendum is taken. Voting wil
be compulsory. I ecommend the Bill to the
House. I feel that so much has been saic
on this subject that if more is said it wil
be mere repetition. 1 trust there will
not be much of that, and that this House
will agree to the second reading. Then i
Committee members will have a full oppor.
tunity to diseuss points they may wish %
raise. I may add that such an opportunity
has not been available on many occasions ir
the Legislative Couneil, and we have taker
exceptionally strong exception to that pro
cedure. 1 move—

Tkat the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr, McDONALD: I move—

That the debate be adjourned till Wed
nesday, the 12th December,

Motion put and 2 division taken with th:
following resulf:—

Ayes . . .. 15
Noes .o .. L2
Majority against .. 12

—
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Mr. Abbott
Mr. Brand
Mra.
Mr, Keenan
MF. Laslio
Mr. Mann
Mr. McDonald
Mr. McLarty

Mr. Berry
Mr, Cross
Mr. Fox

Mr. Grabpm
Mr. Hawke
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Holman
Mr. Kelly

Mr. Leahy
Mr. Marshail
Mr. Millington
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nulsen

AYry,
Mr. Hill
Mr. North
Mr. Stubbs

Cardell-Oliver

NoEs,

PAIRB.

Me,

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. ABBOTT: Would I be in order in
moving that the debate be adjourned till

Tuesday next?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.
Mr. ABBOTT: Speaking to the motion,

I desire——

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
ber can move & motion to adjourn the de-
bate, but he cannot speak to it.

Mr. ABBOTT: I move—

Mr.
Mr.

[ASSEMBLY.]

. Owen

. Perking
. Seward
. Thorn

. Watts

. Willmott
. Doney

(Teller.)

. Panton
. Read

. Rodorede
. Shearn
. Smith

. Styants
. Telfer

. Tonkin

. Triat

. Willcock
. Wise

. Withers
. Wilson

(Teller.)

Noga,
Hoor
Coverley
Collier

The hon. mem-

That the debate be adjourned till Tues-
day, the 11th December.

Motion put and a division taken with the

following result:—

Ayes . ..o 14
Noes .. 28
Majority against .. 14
AYES.
Mr. Abbott Mr, McLarty
Mr. Brand Mr, FPerking
Mrs, Cardell-Oliver Mr, Thorn
Mr. Keenan Mr. Whatts
Mr. Leslie Mr. Willmott
Mr. Mann Mr. Doney
Mr. McDonald (Teller.)
NoEes,
Mr. Berry Mr. Owen
Mr. Crosa Mr. Panton
Mr. Fox Mr. Read
Mr. Graham Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Hawke Mr. Shearn
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Smita
Mre. W. Hegoey Mr. Styants
Mr. Holman Mr, Teller
Mr. Kelly Mr. Toukin
‘Mr. Leahy Mr. Triat
Mr. Marahpll Mr. Willcock
Mr, Millington Mr. Wisge
Mr. Needham Mr. Withers
Mr. Nulsen Mr. Wilson
{Teller.)

PaAIas.
AYES. Noxs,
Mr, Hill Mr. Hoar
Mr, North Mr. Coverley
Mr. Siubbs Mr. Collier

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. McLARTY: I move—

That the debate bs adjourned till Friday
next.

Motion put and passed; debate adjourned.

BILLS (3)—RETURNED.

1, State Electricity Commission.
With amendments.

2, Financial Emergency Act Amendment.

8, Public Bervice Appeal Board Act
Amendment.

Without amendment.

BILL—HOSPITAL BENETITS
AGREEMENT,

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTEH (Hon.
E. Nulsen—Kanowna) [5.18] in moving the
second reading said: The object of the Bill
iz to give free hospital attention to those
of the people of Australia who seek it. They
ean go into any public hospital and demand
a bed irrespective of their financial position.
The Commonwealth Government will pay
is. per bed per day to the hospital on any
intermediate private bed in a public hos-
pital and will pay the same amount fo pri-
vate hospifals. Patients in a public bed
are to be treated in exactly the same way as
they were prior to the date of the agreement,
which goes back to the 1st September, 1945,
Therefore, any person who received hospital
treatment and medical attention on that date
in certain hospitals will be entitled to similar
treatment now. The hospitals that will be
affected are the following:—Fremantle,
Perth, King Edward and Children’s. The
Commonwealth will contribute 6s. to any
other public hospital in Western Australia
per patient per day; the difference between
the charge made by the hospital and the
Gs. paid by the Commonwealth must be met
by the patient. Take the Norseman Hos-
pital! A patient may go there and demand
a bed. He will be entitled to it, because the
means test has been abolished. Irrespective
of whether he has an income of £4 or £50
a week he will be entitled to the bed, but he
will have to pay doctor’s fees.
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Mr. Mann: Is the idea that if he wants
:a room to himself he pays an additional
-amount$

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It does
not matter where he goes in the hospital.

Mr, Mann: He is free?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If he
-does not demand a public bed, then he pays
ihe difference, as I have said. There will be
intermediate and private wards. The pay-
ments to public hospitals were worked on
the 1942-43 and 1943-41 basis. After obtain-
ing all the statistics of our public hospitals
in Western Australia, we found that our
collections worked out at 5s. 10d. per bed
per day. That is the average. However,
the hospitals will be compensated on what
their collections were before the 1st Septem-
ber, 1943; but the datum is the two years
ended the 30th June, 1944, If their collec-
tions were Ts, per patient per bed, they will
et 7s.; if the collections were 7s. 6d., they
will get 7s, 6d. Even if the collections were
as low as 3s. or 2s. 9d., they would receive
that amount, I Thope members will
thoroughly understand that the hospitals
will be reimbursed on the basis of their col-
lections for the two years ended the 30th
June, 1944, No provision is made for out-
patients. It was thought that if the Phar-
macentical Benefits Bill had been passed, it
would have dealt with out-patients. Our col-
lection figures were—

s d.
1042-43 .. - 5 55
1943-44 .. . 6 13
1944-45 § 65

So our figures are higher thap the amount
we nre going to receive. If we could have
based our figures on the year 1945, we would
have received much more than 6s. per
patient per bed. The collections of the other
States average from 3s. 2d. to 4s. per bed;
consequently we got no support for greater
cousideration from the Commonwealth than
the 6s.

Mr. Read: Is the amount eontributed by
the patients themselves?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
5s. 10d. was the average of the eollections

made by all the public hospitals of Western
Australia.
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Mr. Seward: Why were the Eastern
States so low? Was it owing to better
organisation?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I wish
to give great credit to the Medica! Depart-
ment of this State, hecause their organisa-
tion and administration seemed to be far
above that of the Eastern States. I shall
quote a few figures of collections that have
been supplied to me—

8. 4
Vietoria - 3 2
New South Wales 4 v
Queensland 4 0
South Australia 3 6
Tasmania .. .. .. 3 8

The collections in this State, made on an
exactly identical basis, were 2s. 2d. above
the average of the Eastern States, which
will make a rather handsome profit. This
Gtate’s profit will be smell,

Mr. Sceward: Were their collections low
because they did not press pecple to pay

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not know the reason, but apparently they
were much more lenient. The people of this
State, owing to the better organisation by
our department, made a higher contribution
We must give the department credit for its
work in that direction, The Commonwealth
Government and the other State CGovern-
ments said that our figures were inflated
becanse of the amount of money in cireula-
tion in this State during the war. They
thought it would not be a fair basis if we
toock our figure for 1945 which, as I have
poinied out, was about 6d. higher than ihe
amount we shall receive. At the last con-
ference that was held, the Home of Peace
and the Infeetious Hospital were not in-
elnded, nor were the hospital infirmaries
‘They have now bheen included, as well as the

Sanatorivm, Had it not been for
these  institutions, we sghould have
been well behind the other States

There will be a substantial surplus for al
the other States. The surpluses will he paid
into a trust account and be treated as trust
money and will be vsed only for capita
expenditure, that is, for further accommo.
dation for patients, The money will be
subject to the control of the Commonwealtl
Government.
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Mr. Watts: Will our 2d. go into a trust
aecount, too?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: OQur
smal] amount, £5,416, will also be paid to
that account and be used accordingly and
under the same restrictions.

Mr. McLarty: The other States will have
far more hospitals than we will.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
have a larger population to deal with and
so will have that opportunity. Aeccording
to my information the surpluses will be as
follows :—

£
Vietoria . .. 233,000
New South Wales .. 203,000
Queensland 126,000
South Awstralia 61,000
Tasmania .. . 32,000
Western Australia .. 5,416

Ours is a microscopic amount by compari-
son.

Mr. Watts: From him that hath shall be
taken away even that which he hath!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
tried to persuade the Commonweaith and
the other States to give us our quota of
£750,000 on a percentage basis. Taking this
State as one-fifteenth of the population of
Australia, that would have given us £50,000,
but they would not agree to it.

Mr, Doney: Are you satisfied with the
agreement in that case?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH:
Whether we are satisfed or not, it is a
metter of assenting to this agreement.

Mr. Doney: Of course it is.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If we
do not, we will deprive the people of some-
thing which they can obtain for nothing.
The Prime Minister assured us that if we
bad any specific proposal for hospital build-
ing which might be affected hy this scheme,
he would be prepared to give every consid-
eration to every request we made. He would
help this State if it were necessary. After
a deal of argunment the Prime Minister gave
an assorance that if the medical services
now given gratis had to be paid for, the
Commonwealth Government would meet the
cost. If the honorary staff refused to treat
those who are in a position to pay, and
they took advantage of there being no means
test, the Commonwealth Government will
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make the payments so that the State will
not be a loser in that direction

The agreement provides for a flve-year
period, and we can give not less than 12
months' notice of our desire to withdraw
from the agreement, if we wish to do so at
the expiration of that time. The clause re-
garding the actual rate of payments visual-
ises agreement on this figure from year to
year, The figures will be reviewed each year
so that if an increase becomes necessary
consideration will be given to it, It is under
this clause that the matter of rising main-
tenance costs will be considered. The trouble
with the hospitals in this State is that
53 per cent. have less than 10 oceupied beds,
and as they are spread all over the State
the matter becomes s very difficult one to
handle. Every hospital in the country will
have the choice of intermediate and private
beds, because there are some people who
have & good deal of dignity and would not
want treatment for nothing. They would be
satisfied to enter a hospital and receive, as
they will by law, 6s. on account, but they
would want to pay the difference.

Mr, McLarty: You will not be able to
provide intermediate beds in country hospi-
tals because you have not sufficient now,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: So
long as anyone who wmakes an application
for a free bed can get one we can cal] them
what we like,

Mr. McLarty: All these different sorts of
beds would be in the one ward.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
could provide partitions in some cases. The
agreement makes provision for the free care
of patients. I have repeated that several
times. Any person can demand a free bed.
The agreement is for five years and any
State hag the right to give not less than 12
months' notice of a desire to withdraw from
it. No means test is provided and there can
be no increase in charges in any
hospital unlesy with the concurrence
of the Commonwealth Government.
That Government has agreed that
we can demand its  concurrence soO
long as we get it. That was agreed to after
a lot of argument. Alzo no charges must be
made dissimilar to the customary charges
prior to the 1st September, 1935. It is
under that provision that the honorary staff
who were treating patients free of charge in
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these institutions will have to continue as
at that timé. That means that the status
quo will be preserved. A national hospital
couneil is to he formed to advise the Com-
monwealth and the States if they want in-
formation, Nothing in the apreement shall
be construed to affect the State's control of
clinical teaching and resesrch in public hos-
pitals. The Commonwealth Government can-
not take away any such power or privilege
that we enjoy at present, This measure will
be mostly a Committee Bill. The agreement
makes provision for the people of this State
to have free eare in hospitals if they so
wish.

The means test is to be abolished so that
irrespective of the station in life of any per-
son or what position he might hold he can
demand a public bed. In the case of pri-
vate hospitals, people will make their unsual
arrangements and pay the difference between
the Gs. allowed by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment and the charge that the hospiials
usually made prior to this agreement, These
private hospitals eannot inecrease their
charges except with the conenrrence of the
Commonwealth Government. Although the
Bill will not be of any great advantage to
this State we have no alternative but to agree
to it. The other States are all willing to have
it; there is no question about Viectoria, New
South Wales, Queensland, Sonth Australia,
and Tasmania. If we do not agree we will
be the only State standing out from the
apreement and disallowing anyone, whe
wishes to have free treatment and free care,
from getting those benefits. Esxeept in the
case of the four hospitals 1 have mentioned
the patients will have to make no provision
ather than for their doctors. In those ¢oun-
try places, especially on the Goldfields pro-
vision hes been made by the various funds.
At Norseman a contribution of 1s. 9d. a
week, which includes the hospital and the
doctor, is made. I take it that if this scheme
comes into operation that will be redueed to
cover the doetor only betanse there will be
no need fo include the hospital,

Mr, Watts: Unless the subscribers want to
ba intermediate patients,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
They might wanttobe intermediate patients
or have a private bed, in which case they
would make their own arrangements, But
there is really no need for those who are
on the basic wage and find it a burden to
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make payments fo these various funds to
make contributions other than to secure the
services of a doctor,

Mr. McLarty: When do you expect the
scheme to come into operation?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : As far
as I know, on the 1st January next. At the
conference the matter was fully discussed
and the Bastern States were perfectly satis-
fied. We were not quite so satisfied, but we
had no redress because the administration
and eollections in this State were so much
better than the other States. There is no
alternative {o accepting the agreement as
passed by the Commonwealth Government.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Mann, debate adjourned.

BILL—ALEANY FREEZING WOREKS
AGREEMENT.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 5. Wise—
Gasecoyne} [5.40] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill, as the title indi-
cates, is to ratify an agreement for the
purchase by the Government of the assets
and business of the Albany Freezing Works,
Ltd. This company started operations in
1936 after having taken over premises that
were then in the hands of the Government
and which had been used initially as a but-
ter factory and afterwards, under lease, as
freezing chambers. The company com-
menced operations with an authorised capi-
tal of £20,000, of which £17,200 was repre-
sented in the shares taken up at that time.
Mr. F. R. Heron of Fremantle was the prin-
cipal shareholder with 12,430 shares. To
enable the works to become estahlished and
then to deal with the operations necessary,
particularly in connection with the killing
of lambs for export, it was necessary for
further finance to be made available and in
1938 the Government was asked to render
financial assistance. That was given at the
time in the form of a gnaranteed overdraft
amounting to £18,000, security being taken
aver the whole of the assets of the company,
Mr. Heron, who was the chairman of direc.
tors, as well as the principal shareholder,
put in a lot of his own cash to assisf the
concern.
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In 1938, which was the peak year for fat
lamb production in this State, approxi-
mately 380,000 lambs were treated for ex-
port. It will be remembered that all in-
terests, ineluding livestock salesmen, export-
ers and producers anticipated that the peak
of 1938 would continue and that there would
be a necessity, not only at Albany, but at
Fremantle, for considerable enlargements to
enable this State’s freezing works to cope
with the anticipated export demands. As
a matter of fact, in the year that war broke
out the antieipation was a minimum of
500,000 lambs and the progressive expecta-
tions went much higher.  Unfortunately,
although the anticipations were as I have
mentioned, there was a serious falling off
in the numbers evailable for slaughter, par-
tienlarly for export, during 1939, The war
broke out and even prior to that event the
season was not up {o expeectations and all
works in the State treated fewer lambs than
in 1938. In anticipation of an increase, and
also at the request of the Commonwealth
Government to prepare for a step-up in the
production of the Albany works, we asked
that company to enlarge and increase its
capacity up to 80,000 to 100,000 lambs,

So that the Albany works could be in-
creased to that extent the Government pro-
vided further finance by way of a loan of
£20,000. Since then and during the years of
the war not only have bad seasons militated
ageinst the anticipations being realised,
but the incerease in the price of wool has
also had a very bad effect on lamb produe-
tion in all areas of the State. There was
a hig drop in the number of lambs available
in all distriels, and very many farmers
changed from lamb produetion to what ap-
peared to be the more delinite prospeets as-
sociated with wool. The price of wool was
guaranteed for the duration of the war and
for 12 months after. The fat lamb industry
shortly after the war broke out, when it
was suffering from adverse seasons, there-
fore received a deflnite setbuek in that eon-
nection. There also was the faet that the
export of third-grade lamhs was refused
at a time when producers in this State had
approximately one-third of their total pro-
duction represented in third-grade lambs.
That was the unfortunate feature of the re-
quirements of the lamb industry during the
early period of the war.

Although that restrietion was removed
after a few months, the fact of its being
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imposed caused very many producers to
switeh back to wool which had-the guaran-
teed price I have mentioned. It is unfor-
tunate, too, that this company, enterprising
though it was, having investigated every
district which had a prospect of using Al-
bany as a port in an endeavour to stimu-
late the produetion of those commodities
which it could store as a freezing works or
as a place of storage preparatory to ex-
port, found that the works operated from
their ingeption at a loss. Mr. Heron, the
prineipal shaveholder, has put in a very
large sum of money in an endeavour to keep
the company afloat. He has provided the
following sums:—In share capital, £12,430;
perscnal guarantee to the Union Bank,
£10,700; guarantee to the Fremantle Cold
Stores £13,000; and £5,000 in additional
cash of his own, making a tolal of £41,000.

Mr. Berry: Why did he put that money
into a sinking ship?

The PREMIER: It was thought that
the prospects of the Albany district of
which the hon. member is well aware, if
fully utilised and expanded, would give to
the works a very bright outlook. Unfortu-
nately, the dwindling lamb produection and
the other factors which lessened his turn-
over gavy him the dwindling prospeet I
have indicated. In the early part of the
year, he felt he could not continue. If the
war had not intervened and an expansion
of the district could have taken place, as
was indicated it would, in any way com-
parable with the set-up in lamb production
during the pre-war years of the operations
of ‘the eompany, there would have been a
different story to tell. This gentleman, and
those associated with him, thought that by
holding out till after the war they could
keep their position long enough to ensure
that the prospect was a good one financially,
and one that would do eredit to the State
as well as to the export works. At the close
of last year’s lamb season, however, Mr.
Heron, on behalf of the eompany approach-
ed the Government and informed it that the
eompany was unable to continue further and
requested it to go into the question of
whether it could take over the works, and
if so at what price,

The liabilities of the company at the 30ih
June, 1945, were £96,800, including aceumn-
lated loss up to that datc amounting to ap-
proximately £30,000. The Government
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adopted the same course that was taken
when the request ¢ame to take over the
Robb’s Jetty Meat Works some years ago.
It appointed independent valuators in con-
nection with the buildings and also a repre-
sentative associated with the meat trade in
the company’s employ to go into the mat-
ter. The buildings were valued by Mr.
W. L. Brine, the Managing Director of A.
T. Brine and Sons, Perth’s biggest contrac-
tors, while the plant and machinery were
valued by Mr. Brearly, the chief engineer
of the W.A. Meat Export Works, The valua-
tions arrived at were as follows:—

£
Buildings . 23,506
Plant and mﬂchmerv . 23,620
Stocks and stores on hand 4,120
Sundry debtors .. 6,345
Sundries .. .. e 609
TFotal . 58,200

It will be seen that the shareholders lost
the whole of their share capital, £17,200,
while Mr. Heron in addition to the loss of
his sharcholding of £12,430 was also a
heavy loser by way of his personal guaran-
tees to the Union Bank. The undertaking
was considered by all residents of the State,
particularly of that part of the State, and
by the Government, as a very niecessary ¢n-
terprise and an asset so  that the Siate
could have the advantage of the slaughter
and treatment for export of various com-
modities, and one that would serve the very
many districts upon which it was possible
to draw for export commodities.

Mr. Berry: I presume you have to make
a profit out of thia.

The PREMIER: Yes. That profit will be
associated wnth the ability to step up pro-
duection.

Mr. Berry: There will he an indirect
profitt

The PREMIER: It will be nceessary to
increase the turnover and enable the State
to give the services to producers that it has
done at Robb’s Jetty at a reasonable rate
and one that is attractive both to farmers
who cxport on their own behalf, to those
who use the stores, and to any compeanies
which find benefits from such storage, as
well as to the works themselves. The Gov-
ernment 1s anxXious that this area of the
State should be developed. It has perhaps
the greatest potential for such development,
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and in association with the officers concerned
in the various departments who ean assist
in the stimulation of production of many
commodities we hope that, with the cessa-
tion of hostilities, there will be that ready
opportunity for an imerease in production
of many types of livestoek, of fruits, and
other commodities which these works will
sorve.

For example, since the agreement has been
signed the irm of Watson & Co., Fremantle,
has made an arrangement with the Govern-
ment to kill all export pigs bought by that
firm at the Albany Freezing Works.
Through the activitics of deparimental
officers we are finding that there is a likeli-
hood now that hostilities have ceased, that
farrmers will be interested in moving to a
surer line of produetion in fat lambs than
the Merino types because of the deficieney
associated with the production of lambs from
mothers of a sterile type. They are going
back to eross-breds in that distriet, and are
finding that although there is a tendency
towards sterility disease that is affecting
Merino flueks, the eross-breds appear better
equipped to resist that disability; thus there
is ereated a tendency to revert to fat lamb
production. The cross-breds in this area
show about 85 per cent. drop, whereas
Merinos are severely afflicted in many of
the districts concerned.

The Albany Freezing Works, in a letter
to the Government, showed that it was not
able to secure any other suitable purchaser
for its nssets, and therefore when it ap-
proached the Government through the direc-
tor and the company’s aunditors, we gave
the whole subject consideration, set investi-
gations in motion and obtained the inde-
pendent reports to which T have referred.
It was then decided that the most economic
and efficient way in which the works could
be carried on would be to take them over at
a valuation. An ngreement has therefore
been made that the Government shall take
the works over with all assets as a going
eoncern. It may be that some will eonsider
the Government has been ungenerous. In
taking the works over at a valuation of
£58,200, the Government gave every con-
sideration to Mr. Heron in regard to the
interest which was owing on moncys bor-
rowed for the specific purpose of making
additions to the works at the Government's
specific request. So far as I know, although
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his loss has been extremely heavy for an
enterprise of this character, he and his
auditors were quite satisfied that the Gov-
ernment had been fair in the matter. The
independent valuations that were made and
the whole of the inquiries that were under-
taken show that the Government, in taking
the works over at a valuation, firstly has a
lesser annual commitment to meet in the
difference hetween the interest on the
capitalisation at which we took over and
the amount of the capital account under
which the works operated,

Although we may find there will he diffi-
cult days for the Government, every effort
will be made to stimulate production to its
utmost in order to build vp these works to
their maximum capacity, and we feel that
in association with the Robb’s Jeity under-
taking, even if we can anticipate only a
minor suceess compared with the saccers of
the Robb's Jetty venture, the Government
will be rendering excellent service to the
district concerned and the community in
general. It is necessary that works such as
these, at sueh a stragetic point for such
works, should belong to the Government
rather than fo any menopolistic interest
owned oversea, I am hopeful that al-
though it is to be expected the works will
have a somewhat uphill fight and perhaps
find difficulty in holding its own for the
time being, it will make a valuable contri-
bution to the part of the State concerned
and to the whole of Western Australia, well
worthy of the attempt of the Government to
do a fair thing by the present owners, and
will eventually retrieve the position.

Mr. Mann: The works have a big future
before them.

The PREMIER: If the country in the
neighbourhood of Alhany and to the north
of it is satisfactorily developed, within the
next ten or 20 years there must be a tremen-
dous future for such an enterprise. I hope
that the future history of these works will
be bright, that they will survive all diffi-
culties, and that the servieces they will
render will he more than commensurate for
any worrying times that may lie ahead. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Hill, debate rdjonrned.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—LOCAL AUTHORITIES (RE-
SERVE FUNDS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,

THE MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon.
A. R. G. Hawke—Northam) [6.0] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The main
purpose of the Act, which was passed in
1942, was to permit local authorities to
place surplus funds into reserve so that,
when the war ended and plant and man-
power were available, they would have
money with which to carry out work that
had of necessity been postponed during
the war. The whole of the money placed
in these reserve funds came from the
ordinary revenues of the local authorities.
Section 11 of the Act precludes any loecal
anthority from raising a new loan for any
proposed work except to the extent by
which the amount required for the work
execeeds the money in any reserve fund,
This means that where a reserve fund
exists to the extent of, say, £2,000, and a
new work costing £3,000 is required, a new
loan could be raised for £1,000, the bal-
ance having to be made up from the £2,000
in the reserve fund. Practically the whole
of the moneys in the reserve funds were
put there with the intention of spending
them on roads when conditions were favour-
able for suech work to be undertaken.

Mr. Seward: It was only because they
could not use the money at that time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Money
expended on roads is non-revenue earning.
Therefore it is desirable that most of the
reserve funds should be retained for expen-
diture on road work. It Is in comnection
with this aspect of the matter that compli-
cations are now arising. A road beoard in
the country is anxious to take over the
local hall, which is under the control and
in the name of trustees. The hall is rev-
enue-produecing, and is the sort of scheme
on which a local authority would prefer
to use loan money as against money in the
reserve fund. The local branech of the bank
is willing to make 2 new loan to the road
board to enable it to liquidate the over-
draft on the hall, and the three trustees
are willing to make a contribution of their
own to lighten the burden on the ratepay-
ers, but because of Section 11 of the Act,
the local authority is bound to take money
from its reserve if it desires to go ahead
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with the proposal. It cannot raise a new
loan beeause Section 11 prohibits it from
so doing when it has sufficient money in
the reserve fund.

It is thought quite proper that any local
authority in this position should be given
the right to raise a new loan instead of
being compelled to draw upon its estab-
lished reserve fund. This Bill aims at
amending Section 11 to give the Governor
power to authorise a loecal authority to
raise a new loan whenever he considers the
circumstances justify that action, instead
of its being compelled to draw upon the
money in the reserve fund. This amend-
ment, therefore, is one that is caleulated
to assist the local authorities to maintain
in their reserve funds the money that was
put there from revenue mainly to be used
on roads when conditions were favourable
to that work being done. Members will
agree that it is desirable that money paid
into reserve from revenue should be used
mainly for road work as against being
spent on revenue-earning activities such as
the taking over and operating of a public
hall or any other number of activities
which local authorities are empowered to
carry on and which are fally or partly rev-
enue producing, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
ad-

On motion by Mr. dchate

journed.

Leslie,

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 29th November,

ME., THORN (Toodyay) [6.6]: This is
merely a Bill to continue the Act until 1947,
I think I express the view of membhers on
this side of the House when I say that we
approve of that aection being taken. The
Minister quoted figures for rural activity
and the Leader of the Oppestion, by way
of interjection, sought to find out what the
losses had beem on industrial activity. I
believe that infurmation is not available,

The Minister for Lands: In thoze figures
there was nothing at all for industries,

Mr. THORN: I have nc desire to press
for the other figures. What would he the
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use of doing so if they are not available?
1 see no objection to the Act being contihued
until 1947,

Question put and passed.
Bill read & second time,

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL-MARKETING OF EGGS.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 28th November,

MR. MANN (Beverley) [6.9]: I listened
with keen inlerest to the remarks of the
Minister in moving the second reading, and
thongh he deseribed the Bill as bulky but
not contentious, I feel that various amend-
ments are necessary to make a better mea-
sire of it. The position of the egg industry
is such that a definite system of contro] is
necessary. Apparently Western Australia is
one of the States that has not made proper
provision for the organised marketing of
the commodity. With the Minister, I feel
that the great expansion in the industry and
the enormous production of eggs necessitates
our passing marketing legislation unless the
industry is to suffer a totzl collapse. For
many years it has been noticeable that eggs
at a certnin period of the year have been
execessively dear, while at this season of the
year or later, eggs are in abundance and
farmers are gelling them for as little as 64.
per dozen.  This indicates that control is
necessary. The produeer would far sooner
have all his eommodities marketed on 5 basis
where he would gamble only on the season
instead of on the price of his commeodity.

If we consider the export side of the busi-
ness, we must come to the conclusion that
there will be for some time a heavy demand
for eggs throughout the world. 1 cannot see
any immediate prospect of a world glut, be-
cause conditions of war and drought have
created such shortages in the supply. There
are some aspects of the Bill with which I
cannot agree. I am not a poultry raiser,
bat I think I am able to take a broad view
of the proposals in the Bill. It is intended
that control ghall apply to owners of 20
hens or more, and there is 4 margin between
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that and the commercial producer with 150
fowls. During the war period, city dwellers
were requested to ran a fow fowls in their
backyards in order to ease the demand. Now
it is proposed to bring many of those people
who have 20 laying hens or ducks—which 15
really o very small number—under control,
Why should we penalise them? Why shonld
we include all such people and deny them
the right to help themselves? Twenty fowls
kept by a family with four or five ehildren
would not provide a great number of eggs
for consumption. The minimam for the
ordinary producer should be 50 fowls. I do
not consider that people who keep u few
fowls in their backyard can be regarded as
expert produeers of eggs. A man running
150, 500 or 1,000 fowls, ean be reasonably
regarded as an cxpert, and his hens ay egg-
laying machines.

The Minister for Agriculture: If owners
do not sell the eggs, they may keep 1,000
fowls,

Mr. MANN: That is a question which T
intend to raise in Committee. Then there
is the prohibtion against selling. Seemingly
no person may sell eggs without the approval
of the board. What will be the position in
the country where many a housewife ex-
changes eggs with somebody else? TUnder
this measure, people will be prohibited from
" exchanging eggs. Mrs. Brown might ewn a
certain desirable breed and Mrs. Jones might
want four or five dozen eggs in order to
change ber stock. Under this measure, there
wil! be no right to barter or exchange. If
we are going to pass a law, we should en-
sure that it is one without anomalies and
eapable of being put into effect. If we make
a law stupidly drastic, people will have no
compunetion about breaking it. I believe
that one-half of the black marketing which
is being so prevalent is due to the extra.
ordinary nature of many of the laws that
have been passed. If we prohibit the ex-
ehange or barter of eggs, we shall be in-
viting the introduction of black marketing
methods into this business.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MANN: I was raising a point with
regard to the exchange ot eggs and also
touched on the limit of 20 fowls. I sug-
gested that eggs obtained by the owner of
the ordinary backyard property which has
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only 20 fowls cost about 6d. each to pro-
duce, because those people are not experts.
at egg production. Some farmers who run
a number of barnyard fowls are in the
same position, The birds are not fed in the
proper way, so that eggs are not obtained
for moye than about six months of the year.
Poultry raising and egg production is a.
matter for experts who have made a long
study of the diet which is necessary io en-
sure that the best results are obtained. I
consider that the number of fowls a back-
yard run is permitted to hold should be
raised from 20 to 50. In some cases fowls
lay for two months, and the vest of the
year there are no eggs and that leads to a
heavy cost in npkeep.

The Premier: How old are the fowls?

Mr. MANN: T admit that some of them
are eight to ten years old.

The Premier: That is too old. For best re-
sults from laying, fowls should be kept
for only two years.

Mr. MANN: That is not recognised by
many people. Again, there is a certain
sentimental attitude adopted towards poul-
try, even in the fan#yard. I now come to
the question of the personnel of the board
gnd I want to know why there should be
six members. That is likely to lead to dead-
locks. Ewven numbers are bad at all times;
odd numbers are far better. Under this pro-
posal two of the members, nol being per-
sons cngaged in the production or selling
of eggs, would represent the eonsumers.
One would be a commereial producer nomi-
nated by the Minister, and there wonld be
the chairman and two other persons who are
commercial producers. T hope the Minister
will reduce the number io five, omitting the
commerecial producer nominated by the
Minister.

There seems to be an ohjection to the
producers controlling their own business;
but the Commonwealth Government has at
last acceded to the request of the Wheat
Board and the Wool Board and there is a
majority of producers on both of those
boards. The Egg Bodrd is one that eon-
cerns the producers. Why should they not
have a right to decide matters for them-
selves? Let it not be thought that be-
cause men are farmers they have no know-
ledge of bmsiness affairs. Today farmers
have to be practical business men. What
wonld the Lumpers’ Union or the Metal
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Workers’ Union think if two farmers were
appointed to their executives? But for some
unknown reason, the producers are told that
they eannot manage their own businesses
themselves. The farmer is not parochial,
The Minister for Works: Not much!

Mr. MANN: I hope the Government will
give consideration to the amendment I pro-
pose to move concerning the constitution
of the hoard. Apparently the board is to
have extensive powers and is to be able to
appoint inspectors. It may become a very
large board. Boards have a tendency to
grow and, instead of the profits going back
to the producers, they are absorbed by the
organisation. 1 suggest that the Minister
should agree to the inspectors being appoint-
ed by him. Those inspectors would then be
Government employees, and 1 think that
would have a good efiect. Unfortunately in-
spectors are not always helpful. We find
that with regard to the rabhit question. We
have rabbit inspectors and fruit fly inspec-
tors and all sorts of inspeetors; and these
men, instead of helping, very often harass
individuals.

The board is to engage in all manner of
activities. We find that it can undertake
printing and publishing, transport and
earrying services. That is extraordinary.
Is this board to be a huge commerecial under-
taking? We have no idea of what revenme
will be received yet we are going to ap-
point a large body of men under this boara
and run the show at an enormous cost.
There is another extraordinary item in the
Bill which will have the effeci of prevent-
ing owners of hotels, hoardinghouses,
restaurants and manufacturing businesses
from unsing eggs produced by poultry owned
by them or under their econtrol. So if there
is a hotel at Mukinbudin or Beverley or a
boardinghouse and the proprietor has a
number of fowls he will not he able to use
the eggs produced from them on his pre-
mises.

The Minister for Agriculture: It all de-
pends!

Mr. MANN: Yes, the hoard will decide
the matter. I do not think sueh a man
would be engaged on a commercial basis of
production, and he should be allowed to
nse the eggs in the business.

The Minister for Agrieultnre: Provision
is made in the Bill for a permit to be grant-
ed.
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Mr. MANN: I would also like to raise
the question: When is a business wholesale
or retail? I hope the limit to the number of
fowls that may be kept without a license
will be raised, and I think we can help the
Minister if he will accept the amendments
of which notice has been given. The time
has come when we must have control of
marketing because of world competition.
In many aspects the Bill is good. The final
gquestion I would like to raise concerns the
winding up of the board. It was submitted
by the egg producers who met at Armadale
recently that the limit should be fve years,
ending the 31st December, 1950. If the
board does not function satisfactorily, and
if the producers are entirely dissatisfled,
there is no limitation at present on the
board’s existence. T think the producers
should be able to decide its fate.

The Minister for Agrieulinre: You pre-
fer three years.

Mr. MANN: Yes. I would add that if
we seek to force the issue by legislation
no eggs will be produced. The farmer is
not going to be coerced. If any body of
men has had a sickening of control it is
the farmers who have been subject for so
long to National Security regulations. At
last, however, the farmers are adopting a
much more independent attitude; and they
will simply say, if this measure presses
hardly on them, “I will not produce.” Then
we shall see whether the farmers can be
made to engage in production. T have tabled
my amendments in good faith with the idea
of assisting to make the Bill a good one.
I hope they will be aceeptable.

MRS, CABDELL-OLIVER (Suhiaco)
[741]: I had no intention of speaking on
this measure until T heard the remarks of
the member for Beverley., I want to say
now that I am opposed to boards of this
description. Since this board has been in
existence, the price of eggs has been raised
by 23%d., and I have never had an abso-
lutely fresh egg except when I happened
to be on a_farm. Tt is not possible to huy
a really fresh egg in a shop; whereas, be-
fore the board existed, fresh eggs were ob-
tainable. Not only has the price been
raised, but black marketing has oceurred.
During the scarcity last year, if one new
where to obtain eggs and had a motorear
one could get them, provided cne had the
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money to pay. But the ordinary person
who had not a motorear and did not know
where to go for the eggs, could not secure
them. People with ecars obtained them
from a black market.

I rememher one particular place that
produced 400 dozen eggs a week and the
man had thousands to sell. I think he had
a license to sell 70,000. I asked him what
he did with the rest, and he said, ‘I sell
them.’”’ Can we blame him% I do not
propose to give names. The point is that
ezgs could be got during the scarcity.
On the other hand, when eggs were scarce,
if one happened to have a large family of
young children and was & small wage
earner, although there was an allowance
of so many eggs per child or per person,
unless one had a good account at a certain
grocer’s store one coutd not obtain the
eggs. I know dozens of young people with
children of under three years of age—the
mother nursing a baby—who could not get
the eggs that were allowed. They were de-
prived of them during the secarecity. It
was a real disgrace. T would have liked to
take the Minister to some of the homes I
know of where young married people with
smal] children were unable to secure eggs
because they happened to be honest and did
not run a credit at any particular shop.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are
disregarding the existenee of an abnormal
period when eggs were required for ser-
vieemen.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Servicemen
fared fairly well, but I know women with
very young children whe were nursing
babies and who needed those eggs more
than did the servicemen who were in Aus-
tralin. The serviceman outside Australia
may have nceded eggs, but did not get
them. I oppose this Bill wholeheartedly,
and trust that this and a few other boards
dealing with foodstuffs will soon go out
of existence.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [7.46]:
The question of establishing an eggz market-
ing board has frequently come before this
Partiament for decision. On the last ocea-
sion the number of fowls that a person could
keep without having to register as o pro-
ducer was fixed at 75. There is a large nym-
ber of poultry farmers in the distriet T re-
present. Prior to Commonwealth control
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coming in many of the bigger poultry farm-
ers in my district favoured the continuanee
of the voluntary egg stabilisation scheme,
one of the primary reasons in favour of it
being that if a board was set up it would
inerease the expense to the producers. There
are egg markeling boards in other States of
Australia. Many of the producers in my
district own up to 4,000 birds and produeced
eggs for the local market and for export, re-
eeiving 1s, 11d. per dozen on the export
parity basis. Tt is now sought to use the
machinery established under wartime condi-
tions in setting up this egp marketing hoard.
I am not opposed to the ecreation of the
board, but would point out that the limit
of 20 fowls previously fized was found un-
workable and was extended to 40 birds.

The Minister for Agriculture: And they
have regretted it.

Mr, J. HEGNEY': There are many people
fuch as old age pensioners and others who
keep & few fowls, but if they owned per-
haps 21 birds they were brought under the
provisions of the measure and had to con-
tribute to the Commonwealth scheme, When
the Bill is in Committee I will move to have
it put on the same basis as hitherto existed.
Some years &go a Bill was brought down,
which is now the Aet. It provided for 75
hens to be the number to qualify the owner
as a producer. That number was reduced to
20. Many people with perhaps 50 fowls
would not make much out of the eggs. As
the member for Subiaco said, such people
may sell a few eggs to their next door neigh-
bours, whieh the department could not pre-
vent. If we keep to the machinery that
existed during the war period, and which
worked very well, particularly as to the
sale of eggs through the shops where they
had to be candled and graded, we will be
doing what is best.

Many men returning from the war would
probably like to go in for poultry but are
not encouraged to go into the industry be-
cause of the fillip given to it during the war.
Many people then went into that industry
and were encouraged to raise fowls to sup-
ply themselves with eggs, and it is now said
that because they kept perhaps 40 fowls
during the last few years they are now to
come under the provisions of this Bill. Many
of the boards in existence have not worked
out as members thought they would work
out, as, for instance, the Apple and Pear
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Board. In many cases the producer does not
get the benefit which he expected from the
board, nor does the consumer get the henefit
to which he is entitled. There is a great dis-
parity between what the producer receives
and what the consumer has to pay, due to
the overhead costs and charges. There will
be charges for the board to be set up under
this Bill. The inspectors that are to be ap-
pointed to police the measure will add to
the cost,

T am prepared to see whether the beard
will funetion properly but 1 will not sup-
port the provision which sets out that a per-
son owning only 20 fowls, which may be
laying or over the age of 9 months, must
register. Some hens do not lay at all. The
backyard farmer may have 30 or 50 birds
and, beeaunse of the difficulty of getting pro-
per food for them, in many cases a lot of
them may not be laying. The large pro-
ducers who carry on poultry farms on a ecom-
mercial basis also have their problems. If
it is laid down tbat & producer is one who
owns 20 birds that are laying or 20 birds
over the stipulated age, there will be many
people hostile to this measure, because =a
large number of workers, pensioners and
others who have a few fowls will be affected.
1 disenssed this matter with many men who
are poultry farming in a big way, prior to
the Commonwealth control, and they sup-
ported the voluntary egg stabilisation
scheme, They did not favour a board, be-
cause of the overhead charges that they
would have to pay.

Over the years there have been proposals
to establish an egg marketing board, but I
do not think one has vet been established
here. One proposition was put up under
which a poll was to be takep, and that
measure laid down the nomber as 75 birds.
That was the provision in the Bill that is
now an Act, which is now proposed to be
amended. Beecause of the difficulties in ship-
ping there may be difficulty in exporting
eggs in the immediate future, Consumption
has been great in Australia during the war
period owing to the presence of Allied Forces
and the use of eggs in pulp and powdered
form, but whether we can find an export
market when other countries again get into
production is another matter. At one stage
the price of eggs was down to 8d. per
dozen, and I capn remember its being as low
as 61%4d. per dozen, and producers had great
difficulties at that price.
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For a few years we may be able to find
markets for our surplus, but when othes
countries are able again to produce their
own supplies we will meet diffienlties. I re.
member when eggs were bringing 7s. Gd. in
Queensland. Notwithstanding the fact thal
cgg marketing boards then existed in Vie-
toria and New South Wales eggs from those
States were dumped into Queensland ir
order to get the higher price, and the Com-
monwealth was forced to come into the pie.
ture, resulting in Commonwealth eontrol, If
the cost of the hoard can be kept to a mini-
muom and if the number of fowls allowed tn
be kept without registration is set down at
50, I will support the Bill.

MR, TELFER (Avon) [7.56]}: I supporl
the Bill, which I think is the only way out.
Without stabilised markets and orderly mar-
keting there is no knowing where the pro-
ducer will finish. Prior to Commonwealth
contro] eggs were being sold in the country
for 6d. per dozen, but immediately that legis.
lation eame into force the price doubled, For
that reason alone I think the Government i
to be eongratulated on bringing down this
Bill,

MR. CRO88 (Canning) [7.58]: I think
this Bill is the greatest compliment paid to
me since I have been in this Parliament, Tt
is modelled on the Bill read in this Chamber
for the firgt time on the 16th October, 1941
That Bill was carried in this Chamber after
a struggle. I put in six months drafting i
and studying the pesition, but when it got
to another place nobedy would take the first
reading of the Bil]. I was reminded of that
today when I received a ring from a pro-
ducer in my electorate who said that a mem-
ber of the Legislative Council had the cheek
to come to Armadale and claim credit fox
the Bill. I believe in stabilised markets for
our produce, The provisions of the Bill eon-
form very elosely to those of the Bill I in-
troduced and which T regret did not find &
place on the statnte book becanse of the fool-
ish behaviour of the Legislative Counecil at
that time.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber mut not reflect upon another place.
Mr. Rodoreda: That as a compliment!

Mr. CROSS: If proof of my siatement
were needed, it is to be found in the faet
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that the position is similar now to what it
was at that time, and had the Bill heen passed
the producers wonld have enjoyed four years
of organised stabilised marketing. I am glad
that the Government has introduced the legis.-
lation at this stage, and I hope it will meet
a different fate in another place from that
which attended my Bill. I am not worrying
about who gets the credit for the legislation
so long as we render assistance to one of
the hardest working sections of the com-
munity.

Mr. J. Hegney: Are you referring to the
fowls?

Mr. CROSS: No. Poultry farmers are
tied to their holdings for seven days a week.
A ridieulous position is created under exist-
ing conditions beeause when a glut oceurs
there is no means by which it can be got
rid of. So far, what work is done bas been
carried on by a veluntary marketing board
that possesses no real power to do anything.
If the Bill is agreed to, the board to be con-
stituted will have power to control the mar-
keting of eggs, to license produeers, buyers
and sellers, and so forth. It will be able
to ensure that people get eggs in a decent
condition. I trust the hoard wilt take care
of that side of the market because so far
the position has been most unsatisfactory.
We know what has happened in the past.

Everyone knows that when the eggs come
in they are put on the egg floors, Some come
from the country during the hot weather and
those eggs that have blood spots and are
otherwise deficicnt ave graded as third class
and sent to the suburban shops where they
are disposed of as fresh eggs. I made a
serious attempt to get eggs eandled and dis-
posed of to the public within a reasonable
time, I know it is a difficult problem, but
at present people do not get fresh cggs even
though they may be stamped. Of course,
no-one knows when the eggs were stamped.
I had a sorry experience some weeks ago
when I hought a dozen eggs and found that
five of them were nearly rotten! It does not
mean that if eggs are eandled and stamped
they will be fresh to the publie, unless they
are disposed of fairly quickly. T certainly
trust the board will institute some method to
deal with that phase. I consider the date
ghould be stamped on the egg when it is
candled, in which event the consumer when
buying eggs would know whether they were
newly laid or were six months old.
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We should be sympathetic with regard to
the egg produeers because during the last
few weeks they have suffered what they may
well consider to be another blow. The price
of poultry feed has been increased, and in-
formation I have received indicates that it
will cost them 1l4d. more per dozen for
feed. During the last few years the Price
Fixing Commissioner raised the fixed price
or eggs by 1d. per dozen when the season
fell off, but that has not been done this year.
Some of the producers will find themselves
in a precarious position because the increase
in feed plus the loss of the advanced price
this year represents a decrease of 20 per
cent. in their returns. The number engaged
in poultry farming in Western Australia has
considerably inereased. In faet, I think there
are more in my constituency than in any
other electorate in Western Australia. In-
cluded among them are many who have newly
embarked upon the industry.

The inerease in the number of producers
was in response to the urgings of the Com-
monwealth Government that egg production
should be inereased for export to the Old
Country. Many old pcople who should be
living in enjoyment of their old age pen-
siong hought a few fowls and hoilt up their
flocks, so that they eould eontribute towards
the increased ountput., In all the ecireum-
stanees, an organised and stabilised market
is necessary in the interests of the produeers.
If the position is handled properly, there is
no reason why the producers here should not
be able to send large quantities of eggs in
the shell to Qreat Britain, This increased
avenue of production has provided cxtra
work for many people and it should be
profitable beecause we can produce eggs and
place them on the English market when there
is a scarcity there. In the past egg sup-
plies were drawn. from China and Denmark,
but I am sure that the people of Great Bri-
tain would welcome guaranteed good quality
eggs from Western Australia.

I think there is a better likelihood of
the Bill finding its place on the statute
hook this time heecause the Bill has the
support of the Chief Secretary in another
place. There is one provision in the Bill
to which I desire to draw attention. I
refer to the limit upon the number of fowls
that a suburban producer may keep. In
the outer suburban areas there are many
who intend to go in for poultry farms.
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They start off with a few hens and then
build up their flock. I am certainly not
in agreement with the limitation of 20
fowls before a license is required. I re-
gard that as a ridiculous proposition,

Mr. North: How many would you advo-
cate?

Mr, CROSS: I would advocate 75.
Mr. North: That is better.

Mr. CROSS: That is the provision I in-
cluded in my Bill, and I am glad I have
the support of the member for Claremont.
With a low limit of 20 head the tendency
will be to build up a black market in eggs.
We know what will happen. When men
are farming a few miles away from the
city, the tendency will be to dispose of
their eggs irrespective of lhe legislation.
They may exchange eggs for a few vege-
tables, and they will eontinue to do that
as they have in the past. Indeed, it would
be remarkable if they did not. In order
to nccomplish that end, I intend to move
an amendment to increase the number to
7> head of poultry.

Mr. W. Hegney: And you will receive
fair support for that.

Mr. CROSS: Certainly, hecause it is n
fair thing.

The Minister for Agriculture: Producers
do not think so.

Mr. CROSS: In the light of their ex-
perience, I think that provision would be
more satisfactory. I trust that now
ihe Government has introduced a Bill mod-
clled on the one introduced some time ago,
it will be passed and will prove of benefit
to both the producers and the people of
this State.

MR. OWEN (Swan) [88]: When he

introduced the Bill, the Minister men-
tioned the increased production of eggs
that had taken place to meet requirements
during the war period. We have now
veached the stage in Western Australia
where without organisation the industry is
likely to suffer immediately Commonwealth
control ceases. It has been suggested, and
there seems strong probability that it will
¢ventuate, that when conditions settle
down a Federal organisation will be set
up to handle the surplus eggs. It will be
u eo-operative coneern governed by a Fed-
eral hoard which will consist, I under-
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stond, of one representafive from each of
the State egg marketing boards. In those
circumstances if this legislation is not
passed, Western Australia will be without
8 board and this State will be out of step
with the rest of the Commonwealth.
Should that happen there will be no con-
trol over the importation of eggs produced
in the Eastern States, and the growers
there will be able to flood our market dur-
ing the period of shortage here when prices
are high.

Those who had experience of poultry
farming before the war knew that during
the early spring months when eggs were
plentiful the price dropped to from 74d. to
8d. per dozen, whereas in late summer and
the aufumn when eggs were scarce the
price rose to about 3s. per dozen. Instead
of the local grower henefiting from the
high price available during the lean sea-
son, the market was flooded with eggs from
the [astern States. As members are
aware, under the Commonwealth Consti-
tution there is no possibility of legislative
action by the State to prevent those eggs
being dispatehed to Western Awustralia. On
the other hand, if there is co-operation be-
tween the States, as envisaged by the Fed-
eral seheme I have referred to, then while
there would be no legislation to prevent
the egzs being sent here, I presume there
would be an agreement whereby there
would be no dumping from one State to
another. On that ground alene the Bill is
necessary in order to preserve the industry
in this State.

Over the years poultry farmers and, in
fact, all primary producers have suffered
due to the lack of orgamisation and prop-
erly controlled marketing sehemes. Prices
fluctuate enormously during a season and
if the poultry keeper were to have suffiei-
ent fowls to provide eggs in the lean sea-
son it would mean he would have two or
three times as many eggs as could be con-
sumed in the flush season. In the pre-war
vears, those eges could be exported in the
shell mainly to Great Britain and at that
time the market was sometimes profitable
but at others not so remunerative. With
organisation as hetween the States, that
market could be properly controlled and
stabilised so that when the local market
was more than satisfied there wounld be a
chance of a profitable market for the eggs
overses,
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There is much that ¢ould be said aboux
other aspeets of the Bill, and I hope to bhave
something to say regarding some matters
during the Committee stage. One point in
particular refers to the producer who will be
allowed to have 20 head of fowls before lie
need be licensed. I think that 20 is guite
suffieient to constitate a producer. If the
number were increased to 50 or 75, we wonld
have a lot of the backyard commercial pro-
ducers operating in the industry.

Mr. Cross: You would require 75 to sup-
ply a big family.

Mr. Mann: Some family!

Mr. OWEN: Many of these producers, be-
cause they have either improperly bred fowls
or do not proper]y feed their flocks, produer
very few eggs during the lean period when
the householders need supplies, The trouble
I foresec is that those who have a consider-
able number of eggs produced by 50 or 75
hens would not contribute any levy, and
would tend to spoil the market doring the
flush season and be of very little benefit to
the market during the off season.

With regard to black-marketing, I ventur:
to say that a person with 50 or 70 fowls
would be in a better position to black market
than a person with only 20; because a per-
son with 20 fowls eould, more than likely,
use all the eggs they produce in his owa
household. If, however, a persen has 50 to
75 fowls, his househeld could certainly not
consnme all the eggs. The obvious thing for
him to do, as he could not sell them on the
open market, would be to sell them on the
black market. Such a person wounld do inuch
more damage to the industry. I am heartily
in agreement with the definition of “pro-
ducer”—"a person who owns or controls 20
adult female fowls and/or ducks and sells

the eggs or any of the eggs produced there-

by.” 1 think there will be much diseussion
during the Committee stage of the Bill, and
I shall therefore reserve my further remarks
till then. '

MR, LESLIE (Mt. Marchall} [817]:
There are some brief observations I wish
to make on the Bill which cannot properly
be made during the Committee stage, so T
cannot do other than mention them now.
If the chaotic conditions which prevailed—
and I use the word ‘‘chaotic’’ advisedly—
in relation to the supply of eggs some
months ago can be taken as an illustra-
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tion of what control of marketing eggs
means then that state of affairs is some-
thing which everybody, econsumers in part:-
culer, must deplore, if it is an indication of
the result of an attempt to control market-
ing and it will not encourage a weleome for
a measure of the nature of this one.

Mr. Cross: That was caused because the
eggs were sent to the Pacific,

Mr. LESLIE: On the other hand we ean-
not allow those circumstances to prevent
us from doing our utmost to bring about
stabilisation of production and a payable
return to the grower. That is the purpose
of the Bill. As I view it, the Bill is de-
signed for the big man. The owner or con-
troller of 20 head of poultry is required to
register under the Act if he sells the eggs
produced by his fowls. A person may own
from 20 up to 150 hens but so long as he
does not sell the eggs whieh they produee
he will not be bound by the Bill. The Bill
provides that the definition *‘produecer’”
means a person who owns or controls 20
adult female fowls and/or ducks and sells
the eggs or any of the eggs produced there-
by. The word ‘“sells’’ includes barter and/
or exchange. If he sells or barters the eggs,
the person owning from 20 to 150 fowls
comes within the seope of the measure. I
do not consider that to be right particular-
ly in view of the faet that the main re-
presentatives on the board are the big pro-
ducers—the men who own 150 fowls or
more.

It is all very well to say that those people
rely entirely upon the industry for their
living. I challenge that statement. That
number of poultry is very small indeed, and
most of those producers have other sources
of ineome probably more profitable than
the poultry. If the Bill is passed it will
exclude from the poultry industry very
many country people who own perhaps 50
or more fowls, and to whom the egg-money
malkes the difference between a bare exist-
ence and a remsonable living. I suggest
that in view of the fact that country people
today are being called upon to subsidise
the egg producer, it is but reasonable to af-
ford them ample opportunity in an avenne
of production which is just as important
to them as it is to thase for whom this
measure will provide protection. The idea
i3 to squeeze the country people out of the
industry, Egg production has unguestion-
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ably fallen in the rural areas as & result
of the control which has been applied in
the past.

Admittedly, the egg production on a
whent farm is tbe merest sideline compared
to the total turnover of the farm, but it
is & very necessary sideline. Those people
find they have no means of disposing of
their eggs because the locnl storekeeper,
who formerly bought them, will not trouble
to apply for a permit to become an egg-
buyer. At the samg time the¥ are not pro-
ducing sufficient eggs to send them to the
market while they are still fresh. They
have the option of holding the eggs until
they have a sufficient. quantity to send to
the market, which means that stale eggs
are sent to market. If there is to be con-
trol of the industry, nothing should be done
to diseourage farmers from producing eggs
as an adjunct to their farming activities,
as they can do now. It will be necessary
for hotelkeepers and boardhouse-keepers to
get permission to use their own eggs if they
have more than 20 hens. T should like to
mention for the benefit of members who are
not aware of the conditions in eountry dis-
tricts that many hotels gonsume more than
the product of 20 hens in the course of their
business.

Mr. Cross; We can make the number 7o,

Mr. LESLIE: It will have to be 75 as
the present provision is unacceptable to
those people. They prefer to have their
own fowls so that they can be sure of 3
fresh supply of eggs. They are far removed
from markets, and if they get their supplies
from that source they must depend upon
an agent to purehase the eggs and rail them
to the country. They do not know the
quality of eggs they are getting; and as
these are received in fairly lurge quanti-
ties, by the time they get to the last of the
eggs they are very stale. The interests of
those people must be considered in order
to give them a reasonable spin under tha
Bill. There is one other matter I want
to point out to the Minister., Under the
Bill it is not possible for a producer to
give away an egg. In country distriets
many farmers are unable to write out a
cheque or put their hands into their pockets
when an appeal is made on behalf of some
charity; but frequently they will say, ‘‘I
have three, four or six dozen eggs which
I am prepared to give towards this
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charity.” As 1 say, under the .Bill they
would be precluded from doing that, while
the receiver would also be liable to prose-
cution for an offence under the Act.

Mr. Needham: The eggs could be saved
up for eleetion time! ‘

Mr. LESLIE: The farmer might be able
to do that, I hope there will be an insiffi-
cient quantity of eggs should the hon. mem-
ber visit the country. :

Mr. J. Hegney : The same principles apply
in the Milk Bill

Mr. LESLIE: It geems to me that some
provision should be inserted in the measnre
under which a person who desires to make
a gift of eggs to a charity would be enabled
to do so without becoming criminally liable;
and this remark would apply also to the
receiver of the eggs, I support the second
reading, but I hope the Minister will care-
fully consider the amendments which are to
be submitted in the Committee stage.

MRB. NORTH (Claremont) [8.27]: A
feature of this Bill which has not been re-
ferred to but coneerns the residents of the
metropolitan area is the question of roosters,
The Bill provides for commereial producers
and prodneers; it provides the number of
hens which they may own in each case. How-
ever, in the metropolitan area there has been
for many years a big problem—the rooster
nuisance,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. NORTH: The danger might ceeur that
there might be producers, if not commereial
producers, within the metropolitan area. In
that case, those who are pursuing the in-
dustry would, of course, have the right to
make their own selection of eocks or roosters.
There is no law in this State to deal with
the nuisance to which I refer. I understand
that it eannot very well be prevented.

The Premier: What fime do you get out
of bed?

Mr. NORTH: I raised this question be-
eause 1 am told that the egg whieh is in-
fertile is better to eat at the breakfast table
than the fertile egg.

Member: When did you find that out?

Mr. NORTH: I asked a person with some
experience. It should he possirle to include
in the regulations to he made under this
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measure a provision to prevent roosters from
being a nuisance;, and to provide for their
confrel as regards their duties for chickens,
and not for the eggs which we need to eat.

Mr. SPEAEKER: T must ask members to
keep order.

Mr. NORTH: I am surprised that the
House is so interested. If we did what I
suggest, we would be doing & good job. One
way of getting over the difliculty would be
for the producers to provide, where the birds
rest at night, a long pole just above where
they roost, so that when they start to raise
themselves and jerk their heads npwards to
get ready for the duty which keeps us all
awake nt night, they will bang their heads
on the board and the trouble will be over-
come.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. J. T. Tonkin—North-East Fremantle
—in reply) [8.31]: What a great comfort it
would be if we could only produce & bxeed
of reosters that did not erow and z breed
of fowls that laid eggs with the date on!
But we have to take the hens and roosters
as they arc and endeavour to make provision
for the orderly marketing of the produet.
A paod denl of the matter that has been
sobmitted during the course of this debate
has dealt more with specific detail than with
prineiple, and T propose not to comment on
those matters unfil the Committee stage. Tho
member for Subiaco is the only one who pro-
posed to vole agminst the Bill because she
said she was against all marketing boards.
The hon. member has not given that
impression when she has been in the country,
as she has been quite a lot within fairly re-
cent times. She has not taken up that atti-
tude with the producers. Ii should be recoy-
nised that this legislation is introduced, first
of all, in the interests of producers and, m
doing =o0, the welfare of the consumers is
adequately safeguarded.

Chaotie conditions would exist in the in-
dustry nnless fome provision were made for
the proper marketing of the produet. The
producers requested that legislation be intro-
duced this session so that provision could be
made in time to continue the eontrolled
marketing of eggs in Western Australia. The
member for Beverley has said that control is
necessary from the produeers’ point ol view,
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and I agree. The producers realise that, too,
and that is why they have asked for the Bill
But the member for Beverley foreshadowed
that he intended to move amendments that
would result in the termination of the con-
trol, becuuse he suggested that this market-
ing legislation should not eontinue beyond
three vears. That means that the control
would cease at the end of that period. If
eontrol is necessary from the producers’
point of view, why terminate it9

Mr. Mann: This is a.sort of test case,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Beverley has already spoken.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I repeat thai not a great deal was said on
the general principle of the Bill with which
most members are in agreement. They agree
that'there should he provision for the mar-
keting of the product. Qur war experience
has demonstrated clearly how necessary it 1s,
in the interests of the producers, that some
control sliould be set up to prevent the oc-
currence of chaotie conditions. Requests are
coming forward from producers who have
benefited considerably from this econtrol for
the continuance of the various boards that
have heen sef up, and this is no exception.
In making the necessary provision for look-
ing after the interests of the producers in
the poultry industry, the Government has
not lost sight of the interests of the con-
sumers and that is why it is intended thav
the representation of the consumers on the
Marketing Board shall be at least equal to
that of the producers.

The member for Subiaco made great play
on the faet that it was not possible for a
number of nursing mothers and small child-
ren to obtain eggs because of the existence
of egg control in this State. There is no egg
marketing board in Western Australia av
present, but a Commonwealth egg econtrol
scheme. There was no necessity for any
nursing mother, or child under six years, to
have gone withont an egg, because the
Rationing Commission gave a special pri-
ority to such persons. If nursing muthers
went withont eggs it was because they
neglected te¢ make application for their
priority.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver:
applieation.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

They did make
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The consumers have nothing to fear from
this legislation, It will give a guarantee to
the producer that there will not be a wide
fluetuation in price, and I submit that that
i9 of no greater benefit to the producer than
to the consumer. It is far better that the
price should be stable and reasonable. The
producers are satisfied with a reasonable
price. They do not want a high price at one
period of the year and a low price at an-
other. They want a reasonable price, and
so long as they can budget during the year
on the basis of a eertain revenue and cost
of production, it is far preferable than for
them to be at the merey of the.law of supply
and demand and getting 8d. a dozen at one
time and 2s. 6d. or 3s., or more, at other
times. When prices are high they have few
eggs to sell, and they get small returns. When
prices are low they have a quantity of eggs
to sell and they get their return then.-

The producers generally, not only the
poultry farmers, but the wheatgrowers,
barley-growers and apple and pear growers,
have come to realise thg great advantages
to be obtained from orderly marketing,
under which surpluses can be kept off the
market and rationed out during periods of
searcity. Taken all through, the producer
fares far better with a stabilised price.
How often have we seen, because of
market reports showing high prices for
commodities, producers rushing in to take
advantage of that price with the in-
evitable resolt that during that par-
ticalar week or month the market has
been glutted and prices have fallen to a
ruincus level. That is of no use to anyone,
and it is to prevent the occurrence of that
‘type of marketing that these boards are
established, and because they have proved
their worth is the reason why the produ-
cers are so anxious for their continuance.
This Bill is before the House 'as the re-
sult of representations made to the Gov-
ernment by producers, and hecause the
Government believes that it is in the in-
terests of the consumers as well that the
product should be marketed in an orderly
manner.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,
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In Committee.

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Ministeil"
for Agrieulture in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.
Clause 5—Interpretation:

Mr. MANN: I move an amendment—
That in Subelause (1) the definition of
‘'licenged collector’’ be struck out.
What is the idea of a licensed collector?,
Is he to be paid a fee to go around and
collect eggs? An inspector is one appointed
under the Aect and a licensed collector is
to collect eggs. The whole thing is hope-
less. This amendment is to be taken in
conjunection with a later amendment that'
I have dealing with Clause 20. The Gov-
ernment itself should appoint its own col-
lectors. .

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope the Committee will not agree to
this amendment. The Bill provides for

" power only to appoint the collectors, and

it is not intended that there shall be any
interference with persons who are now sat-
isfactorily performing the collection of
eggs, bnt there is the possibility of pira-
ting. A grocer who delivers his groceries
to a poultry farmer might say to the
farmer, ‘‘If you permit me to take your
eges to market I will give you a certain
reduction in your grocery bill.” By deing
that he would take away that particular
business from the men who are engaged in
collecting eggs and rendering this serviee.
Frequently such people carry the eggs
without adequate protection from the sun
and wind, with the result that there is
evaporation and an increase in size of the
air cell in the egg so that in a short time—
as short as half-an-hour—an egg can be re-
duced a prade. ‘

It is against the interests of the pro-
ducer that any Tom, Dick or Harry should
come in and, becanse of some attraective-
offer, take the producer’s eggs fo
the market. It is  hetter for a
man to make a business of collecting eggs
and have a proper vehicle for the purpose.
The board would have power to license such
a person, but exercise of the power is not
mandatory. There will be no interference
with the people whe are satisfactorily con-
veying eggs to market, but the board should
be empowered to say that proper collectors
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shall be engaged for the work. If the board
could not license collectors, the collection of
eggs would be done in a haphazard fashion
to the detriment of the producers.

Mr. MANN: The Minister has not made
clear to me the need for licensed eollectors.

The Minister for Agriculture: If you have
a regular collector, he will do the work far
better than a man who undertakes it as a
sideline.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Will not that increase
the price of eggs?

The Minister for Agrienlture: No.

Mr. MANN: Is the idea similar to that of
insisting upon the collecting of milk in large
gealed vans? The provision of licensed col-
lectors seems extraordinary to me.

Mr. SEWARD: I am afraid the Minister’s
explanation has aroused my suspicions.
Licensed eollectors might be all right in the
city, but I am thinking of the country dis-
triets and the grocer to whom the Minister
referred. If it is advantageous for one grocer
to collect eggs, the opposition grocer would
heve to do likewise,

The Minister for Agriculture: That is what
I want to avoid.

~Mr. SEWARD: If it is necessary to have
a proper vehicle to protect the eggs in tran-
sit, each grocer would need one and the pro-
ducer would have to bear the cost. There
is more danger in this small definition than
I realised, unless the intention is to appoint
a collector in each town.

The Minister of Agriculture: Yes, where it
i3 necessary in the interests of the producers.

"Mr, SEWARD: If that is to be done in
places like Northem, York, Katanning and
Wagin—

The Minister for Agrienlturc: This is to
prevent the very thing you fear.

Mr. SEWARD: So long as the board ac-
complishes that, I shall feel satisfied.

Mr. WATTS: I am very keen on the
management of the produce of such an in-
dustry by a board representative strongly of
the producers, A eertain amount of control
is essential in order that the scheme may be
properly carried into effect. The Minister
gave reasens that would actuate me in sup-
porting the general principles of the Bill.
Without the application of those principles,
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there would he a grave liability of chaotic
conditiong and ruinous prices prevailing. The
object of the amendment is to ensure that
the cost of control will not be excessive. The
Bill provides for the board to reccive certain
payments, and the board may appoint in-
spectors who also must he paid. Then we
are to have licensed ¢ollectors who will have
to be paid. Agents will be appointed to whom
the licensed collectors wil] deliver the eggs,
and they will have to be paid either wages
or commission, Thus we are running a grave
risk of building up a control that will be
more expensive than the producers think
when they suggest, as some are doing, that
every line of the Bill should be accepted. I
wish to ensure that producers will get the
best return from the rate the board is going
to charge. I wish to be satisfied that there
is actual need and justification for licensed
collectors as well as agents and inspectors,
and so far the Minister has not satisfied me.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Bill provides that the board “may” not
“shall” appoint licensed collectors. We wish
to prevent the conditions that are worry-
ing the member for Pingelly. Storekeepers
in g district could go about offering induce-
ments to producers to make their eggs avail-
able for earting to market, and so there would
be compefition and undercutting between
people doing the business irregularly. This
unrestricted competition could continue to
the detriment of the producers.

Mr. Watts: Have we the equivalent of a
licensed collector nnder the Commonwealth
scheme?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I cannot answer that.

Mr, Watts: I think we have not, and there-
fore cannot see the need for it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Experience often shows that the provision
of something new is a distinet advantage,
If the board bas power to appoint licensed
collectors, it must be in the interests of the
producers, because unrestricted ecompetition
by people doing the work irregularly would
be prevented. The important point is that
the licensed collectors would do the work
efficiently, We have had instances of people
transporting cggs to market on top of a load
of vegetables and exposed fo wind and sun,
Such exposure for half an hour has resulted
in the eggs being reduced a grade beeause
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of the evaporation that oecurs and the en-
largement of the air cell, thus reducing the
return to the producer. We want to ensure
that the ezgs reach market quickly and in
the best possible condition.

Mr. Mann: Is a similar provision in-
cluded in the Act of New South Wales or
Vietoria?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T cannot say. We have included it because
we think it will be beneficial. The amend-
ment would definitely render a disservice
to the producers.

Mr. DONEY: The Minister has submit-
ted a reasonably good but not a complete
case. He has conveyed the impression that
there will probably not be many licensed
collectors. Our experience is that ‘‘may
be’’ ultimately becomes ‘‘will be.’! I share
the fears of my friends that these collee-
tors may develop into an unnecessary en-
cummbrance. In other States where similar
tegislation has been introduced, T believe
that licensed collectors have not been
found to be necessary. All the various ser-
vants specified will bave to be paid, which
means that the money will be drawn from
the producers of eggs. Has the Minister
estimated the sum total of the several
charges for these servants per dozen of
eggs?

- Mr. READ: Several speakers have con-
fused inspectors with licensed eollectors. I
think the Minister. has had in mind the
metropolitan area or the outer metropoli-
tan ares, I know of a case at Morawa
where there are three large storekeepers
who deliver goods in different directions
from 8 to 10 miles out of town. The farners
who receive their groceriss give to those
people & box of eggs to tnke back cach
wegk. TUnless the storekeepers rendered
that service in the busy season those
people would lose the market for the eggs.
Most of them have only 40 or 50 fowls and
some of those I have in mind are not in e¢ir-
cumstances in whieh they would wish to losg
that revenue. 1 would like to ask the Minis-
ter whether he would license those three
people in the one town?

. Mr. CROSS: I think I have more com-
mercial poultry farmers in my electorate
than there are in any other electorate.
Those men want their eges in the market
as guickly as possible. I know 200 com-.
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mercial pouliry farmers in my district,
and in order that they may take their eggs
to market it is necessary for them to knock
off work on their farms and run their
utility trueks into town. If this measure
were agreed to, instead of their having tb
do that twice a week, licensed collectors
could pick up the eges and take them into
market every day. It would be cheaper
for the producers.

Mr. Read: That would not work in the
country.

Mr. CROSS: Egg producers such ag
those referred to at Morawa are those
who in the past have put snide eggs on the
market.

Mr. Mann: Do not talk nonsense!

Mr. CROSS: They are not interested in
egg production. It is all very well for the
member for Beverley fo talk but he knows
it too! They do not bother about eollect-
ing eggs regularly, but when they come
aeross a nest they shove the eggs into bhoxeg
and a week later they are marketed. This
Bill is to eater for the commercial egg pro-
ducer and that is the idea of putting a
limit on the pumber of fowls that can be
kept without being registered. We have
no ohjection to farmers having 70 to S0
fowls {o provide for their own require-
ments or to their selling the surplus, but
we need provision fe¢ make it possible for
commercial prodoeers to carry on their
business.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I cannot subseribe to
the views of the member for Canning. I
feel certain that most commereial pro-
duecers bhave their own vehicles and most of
them T know visit the market once a week.
If there is a need for licensed collectors, it
is in the ease of growers that have 21 fowls.
hut there would be so many loecal collectors
needed in the various distriets that the cost
would be tremendous and the whole scheme
would break down. I have no objection to
the Minister inserting this provision, but I
think it will break down of its own weight.
I would like to know from the Minister whe-
ther it is proposed that collectors shall eall
on people with 20 fowls and .collect their
surples eggs. If that is so, the board will
be overloaded with costs.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tt must be recognised that many pro-
ducers, especially in the country, will not
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bother about giving their eggs to anybody
else but will deliver them themselves. They
will not be interfered with.

Mr. Berry: The people in the country
will not be interfered with¢

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No! Alse, in many country distriets there
will not be sulilicient eggs to make it worth
while for any man to apply to become a
licensed colleetor. The Committee has no-
thing to fear from this at all. It is only
intended that where sufficient eggs are
available for collection to make it worth
while for them to be collected speedily by
a man devoting all his time, or the major
part of it, to the business, a person desir-
ing to be licensed for that work shall be
able to apply. The board would then give
him power and authority to be a licensed
collector under certain conditions; and, if
he failed to live up to those conditions, his
licence would be revoked. The purpose is
to make it possible for men to be author-
ised as licensed ecollectors in districts
where such collectors are necessary.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. CROSS: I do not like the definition
of ‘‘producer.’”’ I move an amendment:—
That in the definition of ‘‘producer’’ the
words ‘‘who owns or controls 20 adult
female fowls and/er ducks and sells the
eggs or any of the eggs produced thereby’’
be struck out with a view to inserting the
words ‘‘who keeps poultry on his property
with a view to making a profit by the sale
of eggs or any of the eggs produced there-
hy'' in lien,

There are hundreds of hotels in the
country which keep 70 or 80 fowls in order
to have fresh eggs for boarders and staff.
Most of those hotels would not sell the
eggy. Furthermore, hundreds of farmers
keep 70 or 80 head of poultry to feed their
staffs and their families. This would put
them outside the pale of the Bill. They
are not commercial producers. We are at-
tempting to cater for men who earn a liv-
ing out of poultry farming. Here a pro-
dnecer is defined as one who makes his liv-
ing out of selling eggs.

Mr. MANN: Would the member for Can-
ning move half his amendment? We on
this side agree with the Minister that the
Bill iz for two purposes, to benefit both
producer and consumer. If we lay down
the number as 75 fowls, whiech I think is
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the intention of the member for Canning,
we will spoil the Bill. I think 50 or even
40 would be better.

Mr. WATTS: Whether the amendment
moved by the member for Canning is car-
ried or defeated the member for Beverley
will be unable to move his amendment to
delete the word “twenty.” I ask for your
ruling on that subject My. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN: If the amendment of
the member for Canning is defeated the
member for Beverley will be quite in order
in moving an amendment to delete the word
“iwenty.”

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The member for Can-
ning might withdraw his amendment at
this stage. If his amendment is defeated,
all down to the words proposed to be
struck out would stand, and the member
for Beverley would not have an gppartunity
to move his amendment.

Mr. CROSS: T do not like the definition
as it stands whether or not the number
is laid down. 1 intend to insert the words
‘‘person who keeps poultry on his pro-
perty with a view to making a profit from
the sale of eggs or any of the eggs pro-
duced thereby.’’ There is no reason why
a number should not be inserted.

The CHAIRMAN: Whatever happens to
the amendment of the member for Canning
it will be impossible to define the nwmber
of fowls other than by adding words.

Mr., WATTS: When your predecessor
had a gimilar diff€éulty, Mr. Chairman, he
requested the mover of the amendment to
move half of it with the idea of testing
the view of the Committee. Perhaps you
could follow the same eourse.

The CHAIRMAN; I can only suggest
that course to the member for Canning.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. MANN: I move an amendmenf—

That in line 2 of the definition of *‘pro-
ducer’’ in  Subelause (1) the word
““twenty’’ De struck out and -the word
f“forty’’ ingerted in lieu.

The Minister suggests the number of hens
to be laid down as 20 and the member for
Canning suggested 75, I am willing that
it should be 40, because there js a differ-
ence of opinion on it.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope the Committee will not amend this
provision, because it was inserted at the
express request of the producers in the
industry, A producer is a person who
owns 20 adult female fowls and/or ducks.
In addition he can have a number of
cockerels and chickens, running into some
hundreds. When the Commonwealth con-
trol scheme was inaugurated it provided
that a producer should be a person who
had 20 adult fowls or ducks, but a few
weeks later the Commonwealth Minister
for Commerce sltered the fgure to 4U,
against the advice tendered by the pro-
ducers. The idea was to increase the pro-
duction of eggs by small producers in
order to allow the diversion of a greater
quantity of eggs from big producers to the
Serviees.

The Egg Marketing Aets of Vietoria
and New South Wales lay down the num-
ber of birds as 20 and the South Austra-
lian Aect provides for 25. It is visualised
that when Commonwealth control ceases
an endeavour will be made to get an ar-
rangement between the States as to the
marketing of eggs, so that efforts in one
Stote will not be frwstrated by what hap-
pens in another State. The prodocers
have to make a eontributicn to the cost
of the scheme, and it is unfair that those
who do not eontribute should receive the
benefits of it, If we say that in this State
a producer is & man with 40 or 75 fowls we
will have less people contributing than
there will be in Vietoria or New South
Wales.

Mr. Watts: You will have less in any
case.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We will have people who make no contri-
bution but who receive the benefit of .orga.
nised marketing at the expense of those
people in this State and ¢lsewhere who do
contribute.

Mr. J. Hegney: It is time we got an
advantage.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If we have a scheme to enable all States
to eo-operate it must be on a fair basis.

Mr. Mann: Is the number of bhirds wuni-
form all over Anstralia?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Vietoria and New Sonth Wales provide for

2475

20 and South Australia 25. I do not know
the figures for Tasmania or Queens-
land. At a recent conference between
the Commonwealth and representatives of
producers in the different States a unani-
mous re¢ommendation was made that the
ownership of 20 adult female birds should
constitute a producer under any marketing
legislation. If a person does not wish to
sell eggs at the inerensed price he need
not worry about this measure. This scheme
of marketing will result in a higher price
for eggs during a period of the Year when
a surplus exists. If we exempt people with
20 or 40 fowls they will make no payment.
but will receive the benefit of orderly
marketing, If a man with more than 20
fowls wishes to sell eggs he can apply for
# permit, so hardship will not be caused
to such person. 1 think we should stiek
to the provisions of the Bill and I hope
the Committee will vote against the
amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 6-—agreed to.
Clause 7—Constitution of board:

Mr. MANN: I move an amendment—
That in line 1 of Sobelause (2} the word

fgix'? ke struck out with n view to insert-
ing ancther word,

This is the vital clanse of the Bill. The
intention of the Minister is to create a
hoard of six members whereas my desire is
that it should consist of five members.
The producers claim the right to control
the disposal of their own goods. The Com-
monweslth Government has recognised the
position with regard to the wool and meat
boards,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Yes, but the Com-
monwealth fixes prices in that regard.

Mr. MANN: What objection has the
Government to the producers controlling
their own business?

The Minister for Lands: They came to
Parliament and asked for this control,

Mr. MANN: The Government intends to
appoint the chairman of the hoard, but
why should not the chairmaa be appoint-
ed by the board members themselves? I
regard a board of five members as more
workable than one of six, because of the
possibility of deadlocks oceurring with an
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even number of members. For my part, I
want to knock out the provision regarding
one member who is not engaged in the
business of producing or selling eggs.

Mr. Watis: The growers want majority
representation on the board.

Mr. MANN: Why cannot the growers
rTun their own business?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope the Committee will not aceept the
amendment, Already the Bill provides for
three representatives of the producers on
a board of six, and so they are being fairly
treated. The three representatives pro-
vided for on the board must be genuine
producers and the chairman is to have one
vote only. That means that the voting
cannot be overloaded on one side or the
other. If the three producers are not able
to convince the other members of the
board that a proposition they submit is
reasonable, then, the voting being cqual,
the question will be resolved in the nega-
tive and will therefore be open to further
argument later on. There will be no pos-
sibility of a deadlock at all. The main
purpose of the legislation is to effeet’ or-
ganised marketing, to prevent fluctuation
in prices and, as far as possible, a guaran-
teed regular supply of eggs. That objective
is in the interests of all concerned.

If the producers had a majority on the
board, it would mean that the preducers’
angle would always he the accepted angle,
and that would not be satisfactory at all.
The contentions raised would tend to cul-
tivate the idea that there will always be
eonflict on the board between the pro-
ducer-representatives and the other mem-
bers. Certainly, if the producers had the
balance of power there would be no
guarantee that personal interests would
not weigh and decisions would not
be arrived at which were not in
the interests of the general com-
munity. As it is, with the voting provi-
sion, even if the producers’ representa-
tives cannot get their way, they can pre-
vent anything being done that will be
against their own interests.

Mr. WATTS: Those who oppose the
point of view that the producers should,
in an organisation such as that under dis-
cussion, have majority representation on
the controlling hody, lose sight of the most
important faet that the whole of the goods
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dealt with by the board represent the pro-
perty of the producers themselves. If there
is anyone capable of dealing with his own
property, it should be the producer him-
self. In no organisation or institution is it
elaimed that the property, say, of a busi-
nessman, should be dealt with by those not
concerned in the business but rather that
the businessman should be allowed to ad-
minister his own affairs. When it comes
to the interests of the producers, the point
is raised that there should be equality of
control or that the producers should be in
a minority. T have never been able to sub-
scribe to that point of view and in recent
years the Commonwealth authorities have
not done so. On the Australian Wheat
Board, the Australian Wool Board and the
Anstralian Meat Board greater representa-
tion has been given to the producers. The
trend is towards recognition of the right
of producers to control their own pro-
perty.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: But who fizes the
prices?

Mr. WATTS: I am not concerned with
the question of price fixing.

Mr, Cross: That is the nigger
woodpile.

My, WATTS: The trend is that the pro-
ducers shall have the management of
their own econcerns. The representatives
of primary producers are neither fools nor
knaves and to suggest that if they have
more than three on a board of control they
will tend to defraud the community, which
is the supgestion underlying remarks that
have been made, is entirely wrong. The
representatives of the producers would not
mnke the price of their product so high
that no-one would want to buy that pro-
duct, nor yef to impose on the people
charges that could not be justified. With-
out hesitation I say the time has come
when the Committee should recognise that
in a matter such as this the producer is
entitled to majority represextation on &
hoard that hardles his product.

Mr. CROSS: The Minister has been gen-
erous. If the producers were to have a
majority on the board that wounld fix prices,
I know who would soon be paying higher
prices for eggs. It has always been an
accepted prineiple of British justice that
there should be an independent chairman

in the
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on & board of this deseription. The Min-
ister has been very fair becavse, for the
first time that I know of, the producers
have been given equal representation on
a board of six.

The Minister for Lands: And if there is
an equal vote for and against, the decision
will be in the negative, so that the matter
can be reviewed again.

Mr. CROSS: That is a big advanee in
the interests of producers themselves. The
egg producers work long honrs and are cer-
tainly entitled to a fair price, but if the pro-
ducers had majority representation on the
board, the people might suspect that prices
imposed would not be fair. We had better
leave the provision as it is. I strongly op-
pose the amendment,

Mr. OWEN: I support the amendment.
There i3 a considerable amount of eapital
tied up in the poultry industry and that
capital belongs to the produeers, who are
endeavouring to stabilise the industry and
get a fair return for their produce. In
order to do that, they would certainly try
to keep the price within reason so as to
sel! as many eggs as possible. The fears
expressed that the board would put up the
priec are groundless, One of the repre-
sentatives is to be nominated by the Min-
ister. Should the other producer repre-
sentatives he the greatest radicals, I feel
sure that the nominee of the Minister wonld
not give his vote withont very good reason,
as doubtless he would be a person of in-
tegrity.

Mr. BERRY: Whenever the guestion of
grower contrel arises, opposition is ex-
pressed to it. That in itself is sefficient to
make me thoroughly suspicious. I agree
with the Leader of the Qpposition that those
who own something should have the right
of say-so. Everybody in the city puts it
all over the primary producer.

Mr. Leslie: Hear, hear!

Mr. BERRY: That has been done ever
since I was foolish enough to become g
primary producer, It is all very well for
the member for Canning to babble about
tomatoes, but did the primary producers
exploit the price, or was the control altered
to fit the actusl conditions? I definitely
favour the amendment. I am delermined
to do all T possibly can fo see that we
control our own industries,

The Minister for Lands: Why bring th
up here?

Mr. BERRY: What?

The Minister for Lands: Why do you n
exercise control cutside?

Mr. BERRY: Because the GQovernmen
legislation is against the cocky.

The Minister for Lands: Cockies bri;
the legislation here.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. BERRY: The people in the count
are just as intellizent as are the people
the c¢ity, with perhaps this difference, th
the country people are honest and decer
Country people have been fleeced until th
are sick to death.

Hon. J. . WILLCOCK: The question
consumer and grower control is & very b
one. It is looming largely in internatior
affairs in connection with monopelies a
cartels. We find that some produce
tend to become syndicalists who want
control production, price and distributic
People’s rights should be respected. T
community established an Arbitrati
Court ko protret its intervests: yet we fl:
communists are fighing against the pri
ciple of arbitration, which has been accej
ed by the Labour Party and the publie
Australia. 8o, in regard to production, t
community must be proteeted. The reas
the Glovernment brought down this Bill
that the producers should get more th
they wers getting previously. It is speeci
legislation to protect the interests of t
consumers. If that could be done easi
the prodncers would do it themselves. Th
cannot do it, so they come here to g

protection. But - the consumers, t
great bulk of the people,  shou
get a fair deal That is the ba:
of my objection to  producer-contx

in most enses. The people should have
predominant say. What would be said
the unions contended that a union seer
tarv should be the president of the Art
tration Court as well as the representati
of the union?

Mr. Seward: Do not pursue that arg
ment too far.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: I shall do so
the right time, but pot at the moment.
am nol prepared to go the whole hog ar
hand over the majority of the people
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purhaps a rapacious few who may get
rontrol of the board.

Mr. McLARTY: I would be prepared to
support the Minister if be would agree that
:he producer whom he wishes to nominate
‘o the board would be elected by the pro-
ucers themselves, When T raised the point
m the second reading, I felt that the Min-
ister’s reply was not at al! eonvineing; it
seemned Lo me that the Minister was depart.
g from the principies which he usnally
advocates. If three members of the board
were represenfatives of the commercial pro-
{ueers, for the life of me I cannot see why
*he Minister should insist upon appointing
me of them, He must have some motive to
neke bin insist upon this partieular nom-
nution. The Minister's nominee weould ta
1 certain extent at least be under the Min-
ster’s influence and, if his getions did not
aeet with the Minister's approval, he would
10t Temain on the hoard.

Members: No,

Mr, McLARTY: I think that is a fair
issmnption.

Members: No.

Mr. McLARTY: If not, I ask why the
Migister insists upon nominating this pro-
lucer. Surely, the fair thing would be to
illow the producers to elect the three pro-
lucer-representatives on the board. 1 hope
‘he Minister will reconsider the position and
sgree to the course T have suggested.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I support the amend-
nent, If it is ecarried, then paragraph (b)
»f Bubclause (3) will become unnecessary.
The board would consist of two consumer-
representatives, two eommercial producer-
representatives and a chairman, Such a
soard is to be constituted under the Milk
Bill and I point out that the two Bills havg
:ome from the same department. Why the
variation in principle? The Milk Board
kas controlled the industry for many years,
and it eonsists of five members. Evidently
3 board of five has worked pretty smooth-
ly. The more we load the board the greater
will he the expenses involved, and they
have to be met by the producers. I have
no doubt that the members of the beard
will do their best to administer this legis-
lation in the best interests of the industry
aind the consumers. If this amendment is
sarried I will move to delete paragraph

(b).
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If by any chance the amendment is car-
ried, I shall certainly support the idea of
the member for Middle Swan. The reason
why I desire to nominate a producer—
and I am prepared to move an amendment
to ensure that such nominee shall be a
genuine producer—is because I realise that
elections, especially initial elections, to
sueh a board do not always give a satis-
factory result. The men elected are not
always chosen on account of their ability
or stability.

The Premier:
their affability.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That and their popularity might result in
certain persons being elected to a hoard
of this type. They might not be able to do
a decent job on the board, but if the
Minister has power to nominate a pro-
ducer he will select someone who is cap-
able. There is the safeguard that the pro-
ducer nominated by the Minister will be
a genuine producer. It is extremely un-
likely that such & persom, appointed by the
Minister, would be subservient to the
Minister. He would rather tell the Minister
to keep his job than be renegade to the
producers of whom he is one. Any man of
substance or character would immediately
submit his resignation if he feit that he
was under the dominance of a Minister in
these ecircumstances. Under the clause at
present the producers will have three re-
presentatives of the six members on the
board. If the Leader of the Opposition is
correct in his contention it is equally logi-
eal to argue that the worker whose only
commeodity for sale is his labour is en-
titled to a majority representation upen
the board that deals with the price of his
commaoadity.

Mr. Berry: He has got that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Has he? Take the Arbitration Court which
fixes the priee of the worker's labour! The
worker has one representative of the three
on that tribunal. The workers have not
got majority representation there, and
there are few people on the other side of
the Chamber who would support such a
proposition. There might be econsiderable
strength in the argument of the Leader of
the Opposition if the only interests to be
considered by this board were those of the

It is usually because of
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producers, but the Government might be
liable for sums of £20,000 or £40,000 under
this measure because it will have to
guarantee the expenditure of a board
which can enter into contracts in the let-
ting of property and the purchasing of
equipment. Is it right that the control
should be given to the producers when the
State’s interests are at stake in that way?
The position should be properly safeguard-
ed and, in the provision that half the
membership of the board is to be made up
of genuine producers, the producers have
got as much as they can reasonably ex-
pect. It will be impossible for that board
to do anything that will seriously affect
their interests and, on the other hand, if
they desire certain improvements to be
effected, they will have the opportunity to
convinee at least one other member that
such and such & thing should be done, For
that reason I say that the proposition is
eminently fair. I hope the Committee will
not acecept this amendment.

Mr. STYANTS: I am inclined to sup-
port the amendment for the purpose of
achieving the object of the member for
Middle Swan. I believe that six members
are too many for this board, because it
would probably result in many questions
reaching an impasse, The greater the num-
bher of members on the board, the larger
will be the amount to be paid, and the pro-
ducers, in conjunction with the eonsumers,
will be the people who will have to meet
the cost. The produgers are not able to
control orderly marketing of their pro-
ducts and so have come to Parliament to
get legislation to enable them to do so.
As Parliament is elected hy the people I
have never voted for any board to be ap-
pointed that was not responsible to the
Minister, and that had one-sided represen-
tation. Equal representation should be
given to the consumer on the one side and
the producer on the other, with an inde-
pendent chairman.,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

ol &8

24
AYES,

Mr. Berry Mr, North
Mr. Brand Mr, Owen
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Perkins
Mr. Fox Mr, Read
Mr. J. Hegney . Mr. Seward
Mr. Hill Mr. Sheata
Mr. Kelly Mr, Styants
Mr. Leslls Mr, Watls
Mr., Mann Mr. Willmott
Mr, McLarty Mr. Donery

(Teller.)

Noes

Mr. Cross Mr. Panton
Mr. Grabam Mr. Smith
Mr. Hawke Mr. Teller
Mr, W. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Holman Mr. Triat
Mr. Leahy Mr. Willcock
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wise
Mr, Needbam Mr. Withers
Mr. Nulsen Mr. Wilsen

(Tallery

Amendment (to strike
passed.

out word) th

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I move—

That the word ‘*five’’ be inserted in lic
of the word struck out.

Amendment (to insert word) put ar
passed.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I move 1
amendment :—

That after the word ‘‘eonsumers’’ at tl
end of paragraph (a) of Subelause (3) &
words ‘‘one of whom shall be a woman
be inacrted.

Women are more concerned about the co
sumption of eggs than are men. Tf eg
are required for the sick, the nurse know
if for the family, the mother knows. M
regard the matter mainly from the point .
view of the producer, but women consid
the consamer’s viewpoint and the benefit
the family. There has been much talk abo
the importance of the producers, but on
through the consumers can the produce
live. Ihave asked previously that a wom:
should be appointed on such boards becau:
we eannot otherwise get real representatio
The consumers, too, would feel that the
were being represented beiter by the a
pointment of a woman. .

Mr. DONEY: I favour the amendmer
but T think the words should he insert
after the word “persons” in line 1 of par:
graph (a).

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I agree wi

the hon. member and ask leave to withdra
the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
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Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I move an
amendment—

That after the word ‘‘persons?’ where it
first occurs in line 1 of paragraph (a) the
words ‘‘at least one .of whom sghall be a
woman*®’ be inserted.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I oppose the amend-
ment. If the Government wished to appoint
two women, it would have power to do so.
We should not pass special legislation dis-
criminating between the sexes. In this
Chamber the member for Subiace has no
more righis than I have, and if she is en-
titled to no move rights here than T am,
why give speeial rights to women under an
Act of Parliament? Women are eitizens of
the State and are entiled to a vote, and hav-
ing an equal right in that respeet, should be
prepared to stand on their own feet. For
years attempts have been made to include a
woman among the consumers’ representatives
on the milk board, but the Chamber has ve-
jected the proposal on the ground I have
mentioned. If there iz a woman of suffi-
cient capability to undertake the duties, the
(Rovernment may appoint her. I do not know
that a woman has a knowledge superior fo
that of a man as to our needs. A woman
certainly has no special knowledge of the
inside of an egg. We should adopt a com-
monsense attitude. We are all aware of
the part that women play in all our indus-
tries, and we put them on the same plane as
ourselves.

Mr. HOLMAN: Why not provide that
one of the eonsumers’ representatives shall
he a man and thus protect the menfolk¥ The
priaciple is just the same. The argument in
favour of proteeting the rights of women by
making the provision mandatory could
equally be used in favour of proticting the
men. The paragraph should be retained as
printed and then both sexes will be treated
fairly and the most efficient persons ean he
appointed to the board.

Mr. DONEY : In reply to the member for
Middle Swen, I maintain that the proposal
is sound sense and thoroughly good law.
This is a domestic matter, and it would be
desirable for many reasons that a woman
should be appointed.

The Premier: Let's vote on it !

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER : To the member
for Middle Swan, I would say that in the
eyes of (God we are equal, but in the eyes
of man we are not. In most industries
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women are not paid a rate equivalent to
that paid to men. My argument was that
women do most of the cooking in the home
and know more about food than do men.

The Minister for Lands: But the men have
to cat it. :

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The women
also know more ahout eggs and arc not so
likely as a man to be taken in. One woman
on the board would give confidence to the
people that they were being fairly treated.
No woman would let the producers down
any more than a man would.

Mr. McLARTY : T oppose the amendment.
We want the most competent representatives,
whether they be men or women, and the
Minister should have an unfettered ehaiee.

Mr, STYANTS: 1 believe that the com-
position of the board would be improved by
one of the members being a woman, but I
am not going to vote for a proposition to
make it mandatory. At present it will be
possible to appoint two women. It is left
entirely to the Minister's diseretion and I
feel sure that the Minister will not lose
sight of the valuable services which eonld
be given by a woman as & member of the
hoard, representing consumers. I would
like to see the Minister appoint & woman
to this board, but I am not going to assist
in establishing a precedent by saying there
should be discrimination between the sexes.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes e .- Lo 12
Noes .. . .. 23
Majority against Lo 11
AYER,
Mr, Berry Mr. North
Mrs, Cardell-Oliver Mr. Seward
Mr. Grabam Mr. Bhearn
Mr. Hil Mr. Watwn
Mr. Mann Mr. Willmott
Mr. Needbam Mr. Daney
(Teller_)
NoOES
Mr, Brond Mr. Panton
Mr, Cross Mr, Read
Mr, Foa Mr. Smith
Mr. Hawke Mr. Styanta
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Telier
Mr. W, Hegney Mr, Tonkin
Mr. Holman Mr, Triat -
Mr. Leahy Mr, Witlcock
Mr. Leslie Mr. Wise
Mr. Marshall Mr. Withers
Mr. MeLarty Mr. Wilson
Mr, Nulsen (Teller.}

Amendment thus negatived.
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Mr. J. HEGNEY: I propose to move to
strike out all words after “econsumers” in
line 4 of paragraph (a) of Subclause (3)
down to “producer” in line 2 of paragraph
(b).

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that as the
Minister has an amendment on the notice
paper to delete the last two words of para-
graph (b) the member for Middle Swan
should move to delete the words down o the
word “{m)” in line 2 of paragraph (b}.
That will give the Minister a chance to move
his amendment if the hon. member’s amend-
ment is defeated.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not propose te proceed with my amend-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN: 1In that event, the
member for Middle Swan can move to strike
ont the whole of paragraph (b).

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I move sn amend-
ment—

That paragraph {b) of Subclause (3} be
struek out.

I have already given my reasons for this
amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . ‘e 20
Noes .. . 15
Majority for .. .. b
AYEN,
Mr. Fox My, Panton
Mr. Grabam Mr. Smith
Mr., Hawke Mr. Styants
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Telfer
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Holman Mr. Triat
Mr. Leahy Mr. Willcock
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wire
Mr, Needham Mr. Withers
Mr. Nulsen Mr. Wilson
(Tetler.)
NoEs,
Mr, Berry Mr, North
My, Brand Mr. Owen
Mrs. Cordell-Oliver My, Perlins
Mr. Doney Mr, Read
Mr, Hill Mr. Watts
Mr. Leslie Mr. Willmott
Mr. Mann Mr. Beward
Mr. MecLarty (Teller.}

Amendment thus passed.

Myr. WATTS: I move an amendment—
That in line 2 of paragraph (d) of Sub-
clanse (3) the word ‘‘commercial’’ be
struck out,
This clause proposes that eommereial pro-
ducers who are to represent the producers
are to be elected by the commercial pro-
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ducers only,  Commereial producers ar
those who own or control more than 15
head of pouliry, whereas all producers wh
own or control more than 20 head of poultr
are to be subjeet to this measure. There
fore, a man who has 125 head of poultr
will have no vote at pll in the election o
the commercial producers who are to repre
sent the producers. I am not taking e:
ception to the persons who are to he p«
ducer-representatives being elected fro
among the commercial producers, I am pr
pared to concede there is & measure of wi
dom in that. But we are justified in assun
ing that all those producers subjeet to th
law should have the right to vote for tl
election of those two representatives, I e
pect to get strong support from the Premie
because there was a proposition of a simile
charaeter to the contents of paragraph (d
in a like measure introduced in this Hou
in 1938; and the Premier, who was the
Minister for Agrienlture, is reported to ha
said, according to page 3174 of “Ha
sard”—

I am afraid T cannot give this Bill n
blessing or any commendation. Its effect w
be +o eonseript unwilling produeers to con
within the scope of the board in whose exi
ence they will have no say, That perhaps
the greatest socizlistie net of this segsion
Parliament,

Later on he said—

The definition says that ‘¢ producer’’ mea
the person who keeps more than 75 head
poultry. Later om it is stated that any p
ducer shall not be entitled to take any pe
in the eleetion of the board unless he has 1
head of poultry. Thus it i» proposed to cc
seript all those who have fewer than 150 he
of poultry and say to those with 150 or mc
““You can vote for the constitution of t
board’’ and still conseript everybody with
its ambit.

Those observations, with which I agr
apply equally to the contents of paragra
{d} which we are now discussing.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is
different proposition.

Mr. WATTS: No, beeause we are brir
ing within the ambit of this measure the
who have 20 or more head of poultry a
are saying that only those who have mc
than 150 head ean vote for the represen
tives. So & limited few, the proprietors
not of bricks and mortar, to which
Minister for Justice is so fond of refe
ing, but of a few fluttering hens—are
be the people concerned, provided th
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bave 150 hens, in the voting. What applied
in 1938 applies equally well now.

The Minister for Lands: That was be-
fore the war.

Mr. WATTS: Before the Minister for
Lands aecquired that congenial and con-
vivial manner that so ill-becomes him on
this oecasion! All those coming under the
control of the board should have a say in
the election of the representatives, but 1
agree, at the same time, that the repre-
sentatives whom they elect shonld be elected
enly from among those who have more
than 150 fowls. Although I do not agree
with that entirely, I see some justifieation
for it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope the Committee will not aecept this
amendment. The position is not now the
same as it was when the Premier made his
comments on this point. The previous
legislation provided that a producer should
be & man with 75 adult fowls. Few pepple
would keep that number, because anybody
keeping such a number would probably go
in for a far greater number. The produe-
ers with a smaller number of fowls wonld
completely out-vote the commercial pro-
ducers who produce eggs on a large scale.
The small man with 20 or 30 hens would
decide the policy to contrel the marketing
of the product of the commercial pro-
duecer.

Mr. Waitts: Is not that your complaint
against the Legislative Council?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No. -

Mr. Watts: What is it?

The Premier: That they arc there at all,
and that they are old hens.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Under this scheme, the big egg-producers
are the men with most at stake.

Mr. WATTS: That is why I think the
representatives should be eleeted from
among them, though everyone should have
the right to vote.

The Minister for Agriculture: Surely it
is clear to the Leader of the Opposition
that the produeer with 20 or 30 birds
would dominafe the position for all time.

Mr. WATTS: He could only elect a
commercial producer as a representative.

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes, but
at the same time it would be the choice of
the small producer.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. WATTS: I see no objection to that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That would be against the interests of the
secheme generally and for that reason I pro-
pose to vote against the amendment.

Mr. LESLIE: The Minister overlooks the
fact that the small producer contributes to-
wards the stabilisation fund as well as the
big producer, and should aceordingly be
entitled to a vote. If he did not contribute
in any way, there would be some substance
in the Minister’s contention. Though the
small producer is deprived of the right to
elect one of his fellows he has the right to
vote, and the commercial producers are
protected because the persons elected must
be commereial producers.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
pessed.

Clauses 8 to 16—agreed to.

Clause 17—Officers of board:

Mr. MANN: I move an amendment—
That in line £ of Subclanse (1) after the
word ‘‘inspeetors’’ the words ‘‘as the

Minister may approve and’! be inserted.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Surely you
do not want the Minister to bhother about
that?

Mr. MANN: The darger is that this
board wil] be like many others. Tt may ap-
point & large number of inspectors, which
would be costly.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Do you
want to limit the number?

Mr. MANN: Yes, We feel that by ac-
cepting the responsibility the Minister
would limit the number, whereas the board
might appoint a large number of inspectors,
at great cost,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have no objection to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed: the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 18 to 23—agreed to.

Clause 24—Restrictions on use of egge
produeed by eerfain producers:

Mr. LESLIE: If an hotel or restaurant
keeper owns more than 20 fowls, is he
selling those eggs when he includes them
in meals cooked and sold to enstomers?
The Bill does not set out that the eggs shall
be sold uncooked,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The reason for this provision is to prevent
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any person engaged in the husiness of hotel
or restaurant keeper gaining unfair advan-
tage over a competitor who does not own a
poultry-farm, Without this provision, such a
person eounld invest £1 in a poultry-farm and
get his supply of eggs from that producer.
He could use them in his business and get
his profit on the sale of the meals in whieh
eggs were included. He would get the eggs
at a reduceed price because he was not forced
to contribute towards the cost of marketing.
It is to defeat that, that the provision is
inserted. If a man is genuinely keeping a
few fowls to assist in supplying his board-
ing-house or restaurant, he can get & permit
for that purpose, but the provision is neces-
sary to safeguard people from unfair com-
petition.

Mr., WATTS: It seems to me that the
clanse contains an error in drafting. It re-
fors to other businesses “except wholesale or
retail”, I honestly do not know of any
business that is not either wholesale or re-
tail. It would seem that the exception is
valueless or alternativelv does not set out
the position clearly,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I will have the point looked into and if
necessary have an amendment ingerted in
another place.

Mr. LESLIE: The clause needs further
clearing up, I think the hotelkeeper could
still do what the Minister suggested so long
as he is not gelling the eggs apart from the
hotel business. If he used them in the hotel
business even in a cooked form the position
is not clear, because he is not selling those

eggs.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Even in the cireumstances mentioned by the
hon. member, he would be definitely covered
by the definition. If the eggs were used by
the hotelkeeper in a eooked form that would
be regarded as & sale of eggs and therefore
the man would be eovered.

Clanse put and passed.

Clauses 25 to 31—agreed to.

Clause 32—Payment to producers:

Mr. OWEN: I move an amendment—

That in line 3 of Subeclause (4) the word

‘“ten’! be struck out and the word ‘‘five’’

inserted in lien.

It seems to me that ten per cent. would be
an excessive deduetion for administration
charges and five per cent. would be more
in conformity with commereial practice.

[92)
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
I oppose the amendment. The ten per cen
is a maximum charge and if five per cen
were stipulated it might not be sufficient f
meet the cost of administration. The boar
is not likely to build up a large admini:
frative aceount, and more danger would &
likely to arise from the provision for fiv
per cent, than for a maximum of ten pe
cent.

Amendment put and negatived,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 33 to 39—agreed to.

New clanse:

Mr. MANN: I move—

That a mnew eclause be inserted
follows:—

40. This Act shall continue in oper:
tion antil the thirty-first day of Decembe
one thousand nine hundred and fort
cight, or for three years after the dai
of its proclamation, whichever ig the late
date, and no longer.

I move this new c'ause at the request of th
Poultry Breeders' Association. I regard tl
Bill as experimental legislation. None of 1
can forecast its future.

The Premier: Compromise, and make th
period 10 vears!

Mr. MANN: 1 would be agreeable {o fi
vears,

The Premier: The Crown will have a lot ¢
money in this industry.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MANN: T am agreeable to making tl
period five years, if the Committee will agr
to the alteration in my amendment.

New clause, hy leave, amended by strikir
out in line 3 the word “three’ and insertir
the ward “five” in lieu.

New clause, as amended, put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS,

The PREMIER: May I make an e
pianation? I wish to announce that it
my intention, prior to the rising of {l
House tomorrow evening, to move that tl
House at its rising adjourn till 2.30 p.m. «
Friday. I do so in case any member wish
to make preparation accordingly and I «
not want the sitting to be sprung on him.

House adjourned at 11,11 p.m,




